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Morocco during the modern era and missed opportunities to establish modernity
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Morocco during the modern era and missed opportunities to establish modernity

(Saadi state as a model)

Abstract:

The modern era in Europe represented an important turning point. The more it
transferred its societies from the medieval period to the modern period, the more it
also contributed to building a developed and open-minded European mentality. That
mentality was able to develop society and open new modern and modernized
horizons for it. Thus, modernity became a concept which reflects any renewal of
thought, culture and systems on the one hand, and rebel against all classicism and
traditionalism on the other. The result of this historic transformation, which began to
appear during the fifteenth century in Europe, was a change in the social conditions
that were based on intellectual and mental convictions that glorify everything that is
conservative, and reject any renewal of thought, literature, politics, art, systems, ways
of thinking, and even the belief that was always intended to remain under Catholic
authority. In the period when Europe was witnessing all these transformations, and
moving towards building modernity, Morocco also witnessed a set of transformations
that were supposed to build a modern society. It is true that the transformations that
Europe experienced in the beginning of the fifteenth century AD were not the same
as those of Morocco, but whoever examines them well realizes that they would have
formed a solid base for building a modernist model in Morocco. For this reason, we
seek through this paper to highlight a set of those opportunities that were made
available to Morocco during the modern era, but they were not taken as a basic
starting point for building modernity. In this paper, we focus on the Saadi era and the
opportunities it contained, especially in the two reigns of Prince Abd al-Malik and al-
Mansour. So, to what extent did the experience of the two princes represent an

opportunity to build modernity in Saadi Morocco.

Keywords: - Modernit, Modern Era, Missed opportunities, Battle of Wadi al-
Makhzen
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