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Distinguish between the semiotic and sociological approach to the city

Abstract

The article aims to answer an important problem: What are the conditions for the
possibility of establishing a semio-sociology of the city? It is a problem that goes beyond the
traditional question of semiotics: How can cities be considered as a "thing" that "speaks out"
something else than themselves? To the question: If the city is a social text, what is the language
in which this text is written? In this context, the article goes against the perception of cities as a
semiotic system in which functional and social meanings are just added to the city as a physical
entity. The article argue that without taking the spatial dimension of the city seriously, all the
semiotic approaches of the city can’t grasp the real essence of cities, which explain why the turn
to Bill Hillier’s theory of space as a social reality could provide the semiotic analysis of the city
with a useful theoretical tool to a better understanding of the relationship between the city and

its meanings.

Keywords: Urban space, semiotics of the city, sociology of the city, language of space,

space syntax theory.
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Troque, Edition Fabula, 2018.
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« la ville est un objet extraordinaire, c’est un livre, ¢’est un endroit ou on se promeéne, ou on Vit,
on explore...dans une ville lorsque vous restez dans 1’hotel cette ville n’existe pas, ¢a veut dire
qu’elle vous a rien dit..toutes les villes sont des villes, mais il y a des villes qui sont plus villes

que les autres, comme Paris, et paris c’est la villéité ! »%°
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16 - Bill Hillier : A Theory of the City as Object, Or how spatial laws mediate the social construction of urban
space, Proceedings Of The 3rd International Space Syntax Symposium Atlanta 2001, p1-28, p.8
17- ibid, p.8
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19- Henri Lefebvre : La production de l'espace, Paris: Anthropos.1974
20 - Henri Lefebvre : Le Droit a la ville, Paris: Anthropos, 1968
21-Michel Watin : Habiter : approche anthropologique de 1'espace domestique a La Réunion, p.15
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« L'espace est un rapport social inhérent aux rapports de propriété et aux forces
productives... L'espace est un Produit qui se consomme, il est aussi moyen de production. Il ne
peut se séparer ni des forces productives, des techniques et du savoir, ni de la division du travail
social qui modéle, ni de la nature, ni de I'Etat et des superstructures 23»
ke (e Lt Alall o2 < il vie Jlaall L sdsan g 8 Laaie ool i) (e Allie cllin (S
A e 48Dl o Al 8 Ll o (DU Aial) ALEY) o) A
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Al o MLy AT s daelaia¥) ) A8 jida) sball Jlae oo 5 POLgiislad Al danlad) 5 L8 5 4palaBY)
28 g2 Al 2 ga 9 W g5 jlmall asa s Y L g g ¢ i) i) pdal oo
oy (3Ea L L) Labii) dipnal) 8 (ol adl 8 Jash (aS3 Y i gl (5 yigd o sl g guadl Jlaill 58 (1
GAD Jpa laaa Lelaia) ladl g -Jaaad b of ) Y Sy il jlasll aila elaial (AISS luidd 4 sa ) alaY)
(JSS Alady) Blal) Jadica 3 g ma (B palua £l A (815 callad) o phay Ciay ) jaaia LBl g o(y pal)
odie Al &y Hlas A 5 58 yall asedall 58 5 (L urbain :3aa) g 4alSy saall a8 ) 138 a8 6) Caa g

22 - Henri Lefebvre écrit: «Générer un espace social approprié, dans lequel la société génératrice prend
forme en se présentant et représentant, bien qu'elle ne coincide pas avec lui et que méme son espace
soit aussi bien sa tombe que son berceau, cela ne s'accomplit pas en un jour. C'est un processus.» La
production de l'espace, Paris: Anthropos.1974, p.43

23 - Henri Lefebvre : La production de l'espace, op, cit, p102

24 - Hye Kim : Kim.R.Hye : Habiter : Perspectives philosophiques et éthiques, De Heidegger a Ricoeur,
These de Doctorat, Université de Strasbourg, Faculté de la théologie protestante, 2010-2011, p.212

25- Ibid , p.217

26 -1bid , p.214

27 - 1bid, p.213

28 - [bid, p.216
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29 -1bid, p.226

30 - Le Droit a la ville, Paris: Anthropos, op, cit, p.70-71

31 - Tim Unwin : A Waste of Space? Towards a Critique of the Social Production of Space, Transactions of the
Institute of British Geographers,Volume 25, Issue 1, pages 11-29, April 2000
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32- Bill Hillier : The common language of space; a way of looking at the social, economic and
environmental functioning of cities on a common basis, Journal of environmental science,V11, N3,
1999, p.344-349

33- Bill Hillier : The Art of Place and the Science of Space, World Architecture 11,185, Special issue on
Space Syntax,2005, p.29

34-In language for example we are aware of using words and phrases but we are not aware of the
syntactic and semantic structure which configures theses into meningful patterns . In space is the
machine , p.39

35 - Hillier Bill: Space is the Machine, A configurational theory of architecture, Cambridge University press,
1999, chapter 10, p.280

36 - Ibid, p.8
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38 - Bill Hillier : The Art of Place and the Science of Space,op, cit, p.31

39 - Bill Hillier : Space is the machine, Chapter 10 : laws of the field, p.215
40 - Bill Hillier : The Art of Place and the Science of Space,p.24

41-1bid, p.25

42 - 1bid,p.34
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43 - 1bid,p.27

44 social logic of space, op, cit, p.11
45- Bill Hillier : The common language of space, op,cit, p.345
46-Wendy Bustard : Space, Evolution and function in the houses of Chacocanyon, ssis, london1997 p 3-11
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47- Bill Hillier : The common language of space, op,cit, p.348
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« There is no knowing or scuring a place except by being in that place, and to be in that

place is to be in the position to perceive it »*°
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48 - Bill Hillier :a note on the intuitive form,three issues in the theory of design, environement and
planing,planing and design anniversary issue ,1998,p.p 37-40

49 -Eduard Casey: How to get from space to place in a fairly short time ,In senses of places, ed, Steven
Feld and Keith H.Basso, School of American Research,1996,p18.

0 - www.palgrave- journals.com/udi/journal/v17/n4/fig_tab/udi201219ft.htm
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« With the three points of view: convex spaces, axial lines or visual fields, will yield
insight into how domestic space (for example) is organised for social purposes »*
200 oo 2l 8 OV S AL 5L o craia sill ALY (e Ao ganae aall (e jie Y cddalil) o2a dic
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Ay e
5L Hillier, B; Vaughan, L: The city as one thing. Progress in Planning, 67 (3), 2007, pp. 205-230.
2-ibid
53 -julienne Hanson: Hanson Julienne: Decoding homes and houses, Cambridge University press, 2003,
p.270.

54- Tim Stonor: Spatial Layout Efficiency of Space Syntax, on www.youtube.com
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55 - Julienne Hanson :Decoding homes and houses,op,cit,p.23
%6 _ibid,p.23
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57- Bill Hillier :a note on the intuitive form,three issues in the theory of design, environement and
planing,planing and design anniversary issue ,1998,p.p 37-40.
58- Julienne Hanson :Decoding homes and houses,op,cit,op,cit,p32
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« The importance of configurations for space syntax, shows that what are important in
space are the relations between the elements than the attributes of the elements themselves.The
elements, the parts affect the whole and the whole emerges from the parts in their distinctive
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« Functions of the building, thus acquired a spatial expression which could also be
assigned a numerical value »%
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61 -Mavridou Magda :An investigation of space to society.A Discussion on Anthony Giddens,Henry
Lefevbre and space syntax,MSC Thesis ,university college of london,Bartlett School London,15
september 2003,p23.

62- Julienne Hanson :Decoding homes and houses,op,cit, op,cit ,p.32
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64- ibid

65- space is machine, p 289

66 -Ibid, p.15.

67 - Ibid, p.16
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68 - Space is the machine,op, cit, p.310

68- Vinicius. M. Netto: [s Architecture An Active Part Of Life? From the form-function paradigm to space
as context of practice,in Arquitectura Revista,v1,n2, jul-dez, 2005, p 37-40

70 -Bill Hillier : space is machine, p.343
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