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War Journalism: The Impact of the Embedded System into the Journalistic Ethics

Abstract

Topics of "Media and Wars" are among the most important strategic issues addressed by the
military schools and armed conflict literature amid the current transformations taking place in the
world at the political, economic, social, security and technological levels. There is no doubt that
the implications of these transformations, either negative or positive, on the media-military
relations within the framework of military-civil cooperation during crises affect the work of war
correspondents in conflict zones, particularly under the interface of war and peace issues in the

model of "new wars".

This paper aims at studying the implications of the "new wars" model on the correspondents’
freedom of work in armed conflict literature by analyzing the military approaches, especially in
Britain, in securing access to conflict zones for war correspondents in what is known as embedded
journalism and their impact on journalistic practices. The researcher adopted the qualitative
approach, namely the unstructured interviews conducted between 2016 and 2018 with selected
professional war correspondents from major media institutions in the UK including the BBC, the
Herald, and the Guardian. Additionally, the paper analyzed a number of military documents issued

by the British Ministry of Defence related to media regulation in wartime.

This paper seeks to answer the research question whether the embedded journalism has
succeeded in achieving its objectives or not, taking into account the professional restraints that

affect the journalist’s performance.

The findings revealed a widespread lack of confidence amongst journalists regarding the military
policies in "embedded journalism" during and after the Iraq war (2003), which negatively affected
war correspondents’ freedom of work. Findings also showed how difficult for war correspondents,
under a direct supervision of a military institution, to commit to liberal values in practicing
journalism such as maintaining neutrality, objectivity, freedom of expression and reporting of

organized violence against civilians.

Keywords: The new war, covering wars, media-military relations, the embedded system,

journalistic ethics.
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