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Determinants of the quality of internal audit and their impact on the external auditor’s
accreditation on the internal audit function (field study in the environment of Saudi

professional practice)

Abstract:

This thesis aimed to test the determinants of the internal audit function in general, and in
particular all of the organizational independence, timing, and attribution, and the effect of these
determinants on the decision to accredit the external auditor on the internal audit function in the
professional practice environment in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, through a field study on A
sample of the internal auditors and auditors of joint stock companies listed on the Saudi Stock

Exchange in the Saudi professional practice environment.

In order to achieve the objectives of the research, the researcher relied on the scientific
approach, in both parts, inductive in analyzing and evaluating the accounting thought from
previous studies, and on the deductive approach in conducting field studies and deriving
hypotheses and testing them on two samples from the internal auditors and auditors of the 85
joint stock companies listed in the Saudi Stock Exchange. Among the statistical measures in
analyzing the data collected from the survey questionnaires by the SPSS program, and to achieve
the objectives of the study, descriptive statistical methods were used, which are mean, median
and repetition, and also the Cronbach alpha test to analyze the extent of homogeneity between

the variables,

And the researcher used the one way anova test to find statistical differences according to
For the study variables, the Kruskal-Wallis test to determine the trend of statistical differences, if

any.
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The results showed that the determinants of internal audit quality (organizational
independence, timing, and attribution) have an impact on the quality of the internal audit

function, as well as an impact on the external auditor's accreditation decision.

The study recommended the necessity of conducting more research on mechanisms to
reduce the obstacles of some internal audit work and their impact on the work of the external

audit in an attempt to avoid these obstacles.

Keywords: internal audit, internal audit quality determinants, external auditor approval

decision, attribution, timing, organizational independence.
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