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Popular religiosity in the tribes of northern Morocco, A socio-anthropological field study**
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Popular religiosity in the tribes of northern Morocco, A socio-anthropological field study**

(Anjara tribe as an example)
Abstract:

This study deals with the question of the people’s religiousness practised in the tribe of Fahs
Anjra, in the north of Morocco. It investigates its manifestations as it is represented in reality and

invested behaviourally by the tribe’s individuals.

This is done through the data analysis of a number of practices and beliefs that disclose a
particular religious system, considering the people’s religiousness as all practices and beliefs that
people believe to be religious (and nothing else). Therefore, this study attempts to answer the
following complex problem: what are the predominant types, manifestations of religiousness,

and the nature of the religious practices and beliefs in the aforementioned tribe?

We consequently concluded that this tribe is replete with the phenomena of sacredness and thus
constituting various types that represent one of the pillars of individuals’ behaviour in the tribe.

Most of these phenomena can be stated as follows:

e The phenomenon of canonizing, i.e. sanctifying saint people. This plays many roles (and has

various functions) in constructing people's beliefs and traditions.
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That is, the people of this tribe considers the saints or the holy people as a source of cure of
many physical diseases, a mediator between them and Allah, and even means of solving
problems related to writing contracts of properties and engagements (e.g. buying and selling,
marriage, etc.).

e The phenomenon of Zawya, i.e. the saint houses of prayer (mausoleum). It plays fundamental
religious roles that have much to do with recommending and supporting collective
celebrations for the sake of preserving the identity of the tribe and not fragmenting it,
particularly in resolving conflicts between individuals, on the one hand, and between villages
on the other hand.

e There are also other popular religious phenomena represented by the existence of many holy
places, namely: Karakir, rocks, tombs, trees, water sources, and many others.

e Finally, there are many practices and beliefs associated with magic, the spell of the evil eye,
cure, envy, demons, discontentment, and contentment. These are some beliefs that strongly
support those phenomena that are considered to be sacred by individuals in the sense that its

nature is nothing but a mixture of culture and religion.

Keywords: Religion, popular religiosity, religious behavior, religious experience, religious

behavior, religious experience, beliefs, religious rituals
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