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The reality of sports facilities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the extent

of their readiness to host international sporting events

Abstract

This study was conducted on a selected group of 30 people, pioneers and
stadium administrators, with the aim of identifying the reality of sports facilities in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Kingdom's ability to hold and host major
sporting events and events. The researcher found, after analyzing the study statistics,
that the Kingdom possesses the major advantages that make it capable of holding
these events and the Kingdom has close experiences in hosting major international
and continental competitions such as the Dakar Rally and the AFC Asian Cup.
Sports events and events are considered by these individuals as a cause of national
pride and pride in the first place, and an opportunity to develop sports infrastructure
and facilities, in addition to considering it a means of recreation and sports
entertainment. The researcher concluded a set of recommendations that would assist
in making appropriate decisions regarding hosting sporting events of this kind.

Key words: major sporting events, Saudi sports facilities.
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Template 4: Stadia

sl ) Adgaay (g sl e Mal)

Stadium 1 Stadium 2
1. Host city Riyadh Riyadh
2 Stadium name King Fahd International Sradium King Saud University Stadium
3 Type of stadium [multi-purpose or football only) Football only Football only
4 Year built 1968 2015
Srart and end date of new build [ [
Start and end date of rencvation 2022-2025 M8
5 Capacity
current gross capacity 58,398 25,000
Number of YIP seats 1545 | o1
Mumber of media seats 400 42
Mumber of obstructed view seats 0 lo
Current net capacity (deduct above from gross capacity) | 56,453 24,867
Fore cast tetal capacity (include new/renovated stadiums) | 80,015 | 27220
6. Stadium owner
Name of owner Ministry of Spart King Saud University
Stadium aperator / main user iinistry of Spart Saudi Al-wasail Company
Mame of club(s) using AlLHilal F.C., Al Shabab F.C Al NassrF.C
Awerage attendance league match 27,000 19,600
Usedfor national team matches Yes Yes
Website S [
7 Field of play
Dimensions of pitch 106 = &&m 105 = &&m
Type of pitch (artifcial, twrf etc) Natural Grass Natural Grass
Lighting lux power 2,400 2,600
8 Competition area
No. of dressing rooms and average cize 5} 3
Mo, of offices and average size a0m? 380m*
9. Transportation
Mo of parking spaces inside stadiums (for VIPs, Teams) | 6,500 10,000
Distance from town center (km, mins via bus/carftrain) | 20 km, 20min 10 km, 15min
Digtance from airport (km, mins) 36 km, 20min 36 km, 30min
Public transportation links Riyadh metro, shuttle buses Riyadh metro, shuttle buses
10. Finance
Construction/renovation costs (USD.000) 415,000 NAA
Overlay costs (USD.000) 7600 8,200
Fulfitment and delivery of all AFC Asian Cup-related Tes e
requirements which may be required
11. Legacy
Legacy uge of the stadium Used in Saud ProLeague and Home of a sports club
Kings Cup matches Used in Saudi Pro League and
K.54 Mational Football Matches Kings Cup matches
Multi sports events, including the Multi sports events including
Asian Games the Aslan games
Bringing inthe community Bringing inthe canmunity through
through the Sports for All the Sports for All Federation
Federation King Saud University Sports and
Culturalf Goncert everts Cultural events
12 Competition use
Competition Use of the stadium Group stage, round of 16, Quarter finals, | Group stage, round of 14
Final
. “ T & at o -
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Stadium 3

Stadium 4

Stadium 5

Riyadn

Riyadh

Riyadh

Prince Faigal bin Fahd Stadium

Riyadh New Stadium

Qiddiya Stadium

Football only Football only Football only
1372 N/ Nk

A N21-2073 0713024
0222025 N Nk

22,188 MR N/ A

312 N/ N A

73 N/ N

il N NS A

71,803 N NS A

43912 21,082 73,163

Ministry of Sport

Ministry of Sport

Qiddiya Investment company

Ministry of Sport Ministry of Sport MiA

Al Hilal F.C., Al ShababF.C. MR N/

7,700 M A N/A

fes N N

N A H/A NiA

105 &8m 105 % &8mM 105 = 58m
Mawral Grass Matural Grass Marural Grass
3163 2,500 3,500

i & 4

260m? 3B0m? 240m?

400 &,200 &500

10km, 15min 20km, 30min 22km, 30mins
3&km, 3amin 7 km, 10min 35km, 45mins

Riyadh metro, shuttle buses

Riyadn metro, shuttle buses

TED, shuttle buses

245000 60,000 315,000
7,500 7,500 6,200
Yes Yes Yes

Home of a sports club

Used in Saudi Pro League and Kings Cup
matches

SAFF Youth Camps

Multi sports events including the Asfan
Games

Bringing in the community through the
Sports for All Federation

Culturaly Concert events

Horme of 3 sports dub

To be used in Saudi Fro League matches
Culturaly Concert Events

Modular construction

Home of a sports dub

Tobe used in Saudi Pro League matches
Part of the new Qiddiya City
entertainment complex

Multi sports events, including the Asian
Games

Cultural/ Concart events

Group stage, round of 14

Group stage, round of 16, Quarter finals,
Semi inals

Group stage, round of 18
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Template 4: Stadia

1. Host city

7oy Stadium name

34 Type of stadium [multi-purpose or football only)
4. Year built

Start and end date of new build

Srart and end date of renovation

5. Capacity

CUrTent gross capacity

MNumber of ¥IP seats

Mumber of media seats

Number of obstructed view seats

current net capacity (deduct above from gross capacity)

Forecast total capacity (include new / renovated stadiums)

6. Stadium owner

Mame of owner

Sradium operator / main user

Mame of clubls) using

Average attendance league match

Uszed for national team marches

Website
T Field of play

Dimensions of pitch

Type of piteh (artificial, turf ete.]

Lighting Lz power

8. Competition area

No. of dressing rooms and average ize

Mo. of offices and average size

9. Transportation

Mo of parking spaces inside stadiums (for VIPs, Teams)

Distance from town center (km, mins via bus/carftrain)

Distance from airport (km, mins)

Public transportation Links

10. Finance

Construction Jfrencvation costs (USDL000)

Overlay costs (USD.00D)

Fulfilment and delivery of all AFC Agian Cup-related requirements which may be required

1. Legacy
Legacy use of the stacium

12 Competition use

Competition use of the stadium

IJRS
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Stadium 1

Stadium 2

Jeddah

Jeddah

King Abdullah Sports City

Prince Abdullah Al Faisal Stadium

Football only Football only
2014 1973

N/A N/A

/A N/A

65,000 24,493

300 1,694

50 50

0 0

64,610 22,749
61,582 27,000

Ministry of Sport

Ministry of Sport

Ministry of Sport

Ministry of Sport

ALARL F.C., Al Ittihad F.C.

ALANL F.C., Al Ittihad F.C

26,200 N/A
Yes Yes
http: / fwww kasc.com fen N/A
105 = 68m 105 x 68m

Natural Grass

Natural Grass

2,400 2,400

3 5

450m? 125m?2

20,311 3,000

34 km, 30min 12 km, 10min
23 km, 20min 33 km, 30min

Public bus network, shuttle buses

Public bus network, shuttle buses

N/A N/A
12,300 12,000
Yes Yes

Home of a sports club

Used in Saudi Pro League and Kings Cup matches

Multi sports events

Bringing inthe community through the Sports for All Federation
% Campus wide, high events capacity

Home of a sports dub
. Usedin Saudi Pro League and Kings Cup matches
- SAFF Youth Camps
- Multi sports events
2 Bringing in the community through the Sports for All Federation
- Cultural/Concert events

| Group stage, round of 16, Quarter finals, Semi finals

H Group stage, round of 16,
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1 Host city Dammam
i Stadium name | Dammam Stadium
3. Type of stadium (multi-purpose or football only) Football only
4. Year built NA
Start and end date of new build 2021-2024
Start and end date of renovation N/A
i Capacity
Current gross capacity N/A
Number of VIP seats N/&
Number of media seats N/A
Number of obstructed view seats N/A
Current net capacity (deduct above from gross capacity) N/A
Forecast total capacity (include new / renovated stadiums) | 47,271
6. Stadium owner
Name of owner Public Investment Fund
Stadium operator / main user N/A
Name of club(s) using TBD
Average attendance league match 2
Used for national team matches NfA
Website N/A
7. Field of play
Dimensions of pitch 105 x 68m
Type of pitch (artificial, turf etc.) Natural Grass
Lighting lux power 2,400
8. Competition area
No. of dressing rooms and average size 3
No. of offices and average size 100m?
9. Transportation
No. of parking spaces inside stadiums (for VIPs, Teams) | 3,785
Distance from town center (km, mins via bus/car/train) 17km, 20min
Distance from airport (km, ming) 22km, 20min
Public transportation links Public bus network, shuttle buses
10 Finance
Construction /renovation costs (USD.000) | 387,500
Overlay costs (USD.000) | 15,500
Fulilment and dellivery of all AFC.AsJan Cup-related | ves
requirements which may be required
11. Legacy
Legacy use of the stadium Home of a sports club
To be used in Saudi Pro League matches
Multi sports events
Bringing in the community through the Sports for All Federation
. Cultural/ Concert events
|
12. Competition use
Competition use of the stadium ﬂ Group stage, round of 14, Quarter finals
. - P -
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Backup Stadium 1 Backup Stadium 2

Dammam

Dammanm

Prince Mohammad bin Fahd Stadium

Prince Saud Bin Jalawi Sports City

Football only Football anly
1973 1953

HiA /A
MP-3N24 F025-30124
22,042 11,500

100 100

alé 43

0 i

21,626 11,358
25226 34,440

Ministry of Sport

Ministry of Sport

Ministry of Sport

Ministry of Sport

Al Ettifag F.C. - Al Mahda F.C

Al Qadsyah F.C.

4100 3,600

es fes

M/A Nk

105 * 68m 103 = &6m
Matural Grass Matural Grass
2400 2,400

g &

280m? 275m?*

1,500 475

Sk, Grmin 18k, 15min
20km, 20min 3gkm, 34min

Public bus network, shuttle buses

Public bus network, shuttle buses

130,000 155,500
7,500 6,200
fes Yes

Hommie of a sports club

Used in Saudi Pro League and Kings Cup matches

SAFF ‘Youth Camps

Multi sports events, including the Asian games

Eringing in the community through the Sports for All Federation
Culturaly Concart events

Home of a sports club

Used in Saudi Pro League and Kings Cup matches

Multi sports evems, incuding the Asian games

Eringing in the community through the Sports for All Federation
Cultural/ Concert events

Backup

Backup
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Events Year
Spanish Super Cup in Jeddah 2020
Dakar Rally 2020
Desert Polo Tournament 2020
Hail International Equestrian Race for Endurance 2020
Titan Race 2020
King Cup for Equestrian Race for Endurance 2020
Tour de Saudi 2020
Arab Cup for Youth 2020
Italian Super Cup in Jeddah 2019
Battle of the Champions for Adventure 2019
Jetski Competition 2019
Formula 1 Powerboat World Championship 2019
The Kingdom’s Sailing Championship 2019
WWE Super Showdown 2019
PUBG Championship 2019
FIBA 3x3 World Tour Masters 2019
The Kingdom’s Kitesurfing Race 2019
Red Sea International Sport Fishing Tournament 2019
Swoop Freestyle International Open 2019
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IHF Super Globe 2019
Crown Prince Camel Festival 2019
3x3 Basketball Competition 2019
Formula E Race Diriyah 2019
World Boxing Championship - Clash on the Dunes in Diriyah 2019
Diriyah Tennis Cup 2019
Diriyah Equestrian Festival 2019
Italian Super Cup in Riyadh 2019
Race of Champions 2018
FISE World Series 2018
WWE Greatest Royal Rumble 2018
WWE Crown Jowl 2018
Formula E 2018
Super Classico 2018
Mohammed Ali Clay Boxing Cup 2018
Drones Racing World Championship 2018
The Gulf Cup 2014
Arab Cup 2012
AFC U-19 Championship 2008
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