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The effect of childhood maltreatment on transformational disorder (Survey

study in psychiatric hospitals in Khartoum state)
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The effect of childhood maltreatment on transformational disorder (Survey

study in psychiatric hospitals in Khartoum state)
Abstract

This study tries to investgate the prevalence of child abuse i.e. Emotional,
Phusical and sexual abuse that took place in medium and late childhod (6-12)
years among the patients of conversion disorders. It also aims at investigating the
difference in child abuse among patients of conversion disorder according to sex

and caretaker in childhood.

The researcher used the descriptive method. The sample of the study
comprises all patients of conversion disorder who visited the psychiatric hospital
in Khartoum State during the period of data collection. The size of the sample is
(50) patients, (36) females and (14) males.

As far as the tool of data collection that applied in this study is concerned it
consists of two parts; part one is biographical form designed by the researcher,
part two is the child abuse scale prepared by David Benstien (1995). Also the
researcher used the Diagnostic Criteria of Conversion Disorders prepared by the
American Psychiatric Diagnostic Statistical Manual for Mental Disorder, 1994
(DSML.I1IT), as a reference in diagnosing conversion disorder. The data
manipulated by the computer, using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences
(SPSS), the following tests were applied: Pearson Correlation Coefficient.
Variance Coefficient for Reliability (Alpha Cronpakh). Chi — Square. T-test.

Percentages.
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The analysis of the data reached the following results: The different dimensions of
child abuse were found to be prevalent among conversion patients with variant
degree. There is no significant statistical correlation between type of conversion
disorder and the gender of the patient. There is a significant difference in the
following dimensions of child abuse: emotional, physical and sexual between
males and females in favor of females. Whereas, there is a significant statistical

difference in emotional neglect between gender in favor of males.

Keywords: child abuse, childhood, transformational disorder, psychiatry.
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