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The Countryside Tourism Trip and the Characteristics of the Tourism Place
(An Applied Study on the Residents of Hail City)

Abstract:

This study seeks to discover the characteristics, inclinations, and impressions of Hail residents
who visit the countryside for recreation and tourism. In addition, to study the most countryside
tourism sites favored by the people of Hail city. This study employed deductive and inductive
methods and used the behavioral methodology to elucidate the behavior and inclinations
manifested in this regard. The study implemented a random sample of 500 individuals from the
study group; they are mature individuals aged 15 or above, from different social strata, including
men and women, Saudis, and non-Saudis. The study used statistical tests for data analysis, such
as central tendency (means) and Spearman correlation. In addition, frequency tables were used to
sort raw data into qualitative and quantitative groups and represent them in tables, graphs, and
maps.The study results demonstrated that Hail residents prefer to go to the neighboring places
such as Mashar valley and Nufood sands, for recreation and tourism, especially during weekends
and extended breaks. While in the countryside, they engage in recreational activities such as
mountain climbing, cooking, and firewood-gathering. The study group members remarked that
tourism sites in the Hail region need development and special care and explained the problems
they face, such as complete infrastructure, water supply, electricity, roads hazards, degradation,
and desertification.

Keywords: Hail, Tourism geography, Countryside Tourism, Tourists’ activities, Place
characteristics.
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