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Structure and Historical Approach

Abstract:

This article deals with the place of synthesis within the steps of historical thinking, where
we touched on the main steps in historical thinking starting from the problematic as the starting
point for all historical thinking processes, without it, there is no history, because it is the solid
nucleus from which the historian starts to answer his questions, through choosing the topic,

determining its field of work and formulating questions and hypotheses from which he will start.

Then documentation or documentary exploration, which is the stage in which the
historian searches for documents and testimonies because it is the link between the past and its
subject. Then we find the definition, which is the stage of giving a name to a specific incident. It is
the stage from which the rest of the intellectual processes branch off, in which the historian works
on analyzing the documents in order to define the events and put them in their historical context

according to what fits the problematic from which he started.

After the definition, we find the interpretation, i.e., the stage of answering the “why”
question, where the historian works on arranging the events and finding the links between the
events and their causes. Then we find the conceptualization through the historian’s engagement
with concepts and on them, a process that penetrates all stages of historical thinking, whether the
historian works with concepts belonging to the historical register or uses concepts from other

fields of knowledge.

Where we concluded that the historical synthesis penetrates all intellectual processes. We cannot
accept that these processes are done in a linear manner, but rather they are overlapping mental

processes, and the separation between them is nothing more than a systematic separation only.

Keywords: The synthesis in history, Historical Approach, the historian, history
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