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The metaphysics of reality according to Etienne Gilson

Abstract:

This research paper tackles a philosophical issue in the realm of metaphysics, still from the
contemporary French philosopher Etienne Gilson’s perspective as he calls for rethinking the
history of philosophy, especially the philosophy of the Middle Ages, in order to understand the

most important transformations that philosophical thought has known throughout history.

In this research, | try as a researcher to shed light on the historical thought in view of Gilson’s
ideas and understandings, and through tracing the development of the two basic concepts in the
history of philosophy: being and essence. As we explore more these two concepts in the works of
other major philosophers, there emerges the problematic of the (dialectic) relationship between
‘being ’and ‘essence ’in term of precedence, which has remained unsolved since the early

beginnings of metaphysics.

In this context, Etienne Gilson argues for the conception of St. Thomas Aquinas adopting the
primacy (precedence) of being (existence) over essence. This means philosophy relates to reality
in the sense the existential issues, and regardless of their essential nature, are in the core of
(existential) reality of all beings. Thus, all metaphysical issues deal with reality or what Gilson
calls existence (being), to which this research refer or explore, so particularly with regard to the

conceptual transition from 'l'etre’ to 'I'existence’.

Keywords: Being, Essence, Realistic existence, the metaphysics of reality
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%0 (Gilson, L’étre et L’essence, op.cit. p.9).

%1 |bid. p.29.

%2 |bid. p.239.

%3 |bid. p.127.

% Ibid. p.132.

%( Gilson, L’étre et L essence, op.cit. p.227.)
% bid. p.157.
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sl ectialal) oUsil sy sed o sedall (panm die iy s Jinll 4S5 Lab ¢ 3T § 53 (a A Ay ynam ke 5eY1 13 ()
szl 2 sa sl EAREGTRY; (i3S o Lol ASla o jlie by Jaalld aS Hu (o211 58 3 oo sl iy Jadll Gl g A=dl) 3 ga gl diala
83 ) AlKE 8 e galall

> 1bid. p.194.
%8 1bid. p.191.
% bid. p.314.
% 1bid. p.318.
®1 1bid. p.248.
62 ( Gilson, Réalisme thomiste et critique de la connaissance p.218.)
83 1bid. p.217.
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jugement d’existence il 3 sa 5l 2 jlaal S8 [e prédicat Jsesall ads o 4i€a 3 52 5l o seda ()

doa sl aseie 0sS Ladie (ol (8 dsmge s L il @) W) e Canall YA (e Gsala ) exS el I3
AS )0 LS Jsane sgd ¢ ladll 3 gall (Ao dangy (31 aSall (8l sl Aol 53 (o gale 253 50 JS (12 a5 5e
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Magiall LB et o liels adll 2 ga sl s " agdll g gam geS" Lalall (s JAEN ) i slail) oyl (e Llls Alen i oy
2l dga gl S e | jeas &k zual PPexistence (el 2 s sl el @ oY) OSGe o seail) 138 (e sl
Cun s " asedall" 58 & g sall Cus csANS prédicat Jsese s LeSa zual 3 1368 ugement d’existence
ey 5ed o saill JSEll z A 43S a2 ) ladll o ga sl Jadd G guda ) auad | adl) S a gl XS (g3l eaa g g8 Jadl)
Ol & le concept asedall sl ) saill Gi sk e 4d) duai &) 13 Pintelligence  Jiadl <iyha (e agill JAES elld pe

% le jugement sSall jue 4} Juas

Shiall Gana el QG e 4l g1 pald g 55 (g0 s adl) 2 g 1 ) () daay A oS 108 () sanaed 13g]
A ad 3haidl 48 ey (s3I aa 5l jugement dattribution  lesd) pSall e laaas alisy 43 v g logique
s (SUjet) g 3250 18 oy el 2 5m ls Jasall (Sl an sy L5 ¢ 0 (ol 5301 il (o

.un verbe

ol 43) Aale a3 s gall (Y laan A panall Al o3gd Allaniiaal ()50 edll 3 g ) A8l g 2S5y Aedll 3 g ) oS )
3na ol drdll (558 (g 4l 68 paal) AN afpald g o ladl) agagl) aSal A5V Lpalall o ol 66 ) paill Lo g ga
est Jadll Jliie) (Sad) (o da ¢ smala | Jelacty adl) 3 ga gl) oSab5 jpaall dpalall oaa leda) Jal (a5 ccopule il
2Sall (o <Dieu est existant "2ss 5o g A" dpadll s existentielle sl gl 43V S e amy Jail ) 2 jme o
e QX At UG 4 " un jugement d’attribution  sles aSa ) Giladll Ales 8 535 Dieu est "ss A"
A b S5 laie Sl Gk e GlalSH & giaall a8 inall & jaty bl Ay i () geds sy odaid (5l
Il =iy cc’est existant 3sx s« 22 Dieu est s & ob 45 L S 13 (<1 Dieu est existant 2 s> s

¢ SIS (3haiall a4y Addal) & Shal eday) ) 3 jae 0 jltiel @Sy gl () Dhiinna

®4(Gilson, L’étre et L’essence, op.cit. p.225.)
8 (Gilson, L’étre et L’essence, op.cit. p.248.)
 Ibid. p.285.
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o Ibid. p.261.
88 (Gilson, L’étre et L essence, op.cit. p.285.)
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% (Gilson, L’étre et L’essence, op.cit. p.287).
O(GILSON, L’étre et I’essence,p.301)
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- Gilson, E. (1972) Réalisme thomiste et critique de la connaissance
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