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Book Review of Abdallah Laroui’s (A History of the Maghrib)

Abstract

This paper provides a descriptive, analytical reading of Abdellah Al-Aroui's book < _aall Z 5 Jass
[History of the Maghrib : An Interpretive Essay](1970). The book subscribes to a colossal
intellectual project designed to re-read the history of the Arab countries of North africa, namely,
Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria. The book articulates a need to write a common history of these
countries as they have been subjected to similar colonial practices. For centuries, the history of the
area has been written by European invaders or historians from the Middle East, who left a number
of issues totally ignored. Europeans developed hypotheses promoted by their academic positivist
training, which layed focus on documents about sultans, politicians and traders to write the history
of the Maghrib in the nineteenth- century and long before. The writer argues for an inter-
disciplinary approach to history that would compensate for this loss. Writing a unified history of
the peoples of the region is impelled by a historical consciousness that, following the writer, is
deficient. Most historical writings about the region have so far failed to cater for this need. The
writer presents historicism as an alternative mode through which the history of these North-African
countries can be revisited and re-written. This is an approach that focuses on structures and systems
rather than persons and dynasties. The overall aim is to build a brighter future for the populations
of these countries.

Keywords: History, the Maghrib, North Africa, historicism, structural, unified.
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