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The Evaluation of the Child Protection System in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
(A Study Applied to Governmental Hospitals in the Tabuk Region)
By: Amani Ayesh Al Anazi

Abstract

This study is one of the evaluation studies.The present study aims to evaluate the child protection system
in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, by measuring the efficiency and effectiveness of the child protection
system mechanisms in governmental hospitals in the Tabuk region, and identifying obstacles of the
efficiency and effectiveness of the system's mechanism. Moreover, the study attempts to reach proposed
policies that support the effectiveness of the system and ensure its efficiency. The researcher used a
qualitative social survey method: a comprehensive to all social workers in government hospitals in the
Tabuk region, and using the sample of experts and children beneficiaries from the child protection
system. This study was conducted on a Purposive sample of (9) experts specialized in child protection,
(28) children beneficiaries of the child protection system and (40) social workers working in government
hospitals in the Tabuk region, distributed among (10) hospitals in the various governorates of the region.
The researcher used two with tools to collect data: interview, and questionnaire. The study reached to a
number of findings, follws the viewpoint of social workers in government hospitals in the Tabuk region,
the efficiency of the child protection system mechanism is high from, and according to the point of view
of the beneficiaries of the child protection system, and the effectiveness of the child protection system
mechanism is high. The main obstacles of the mechanism efficiency of the child protection system in the
government hospitals, according to the social workers' point of view, was the lack of professional
preparation of the social worker in the field of child protection. while the institutional obstacles, were the
lack of coordination to communicate with other protection committees in the region. added to societal
obstacles which include the lack of families' awareness to the rights of the child and the protection
system. The most obstacles to the effectiveness of the mechanism of the child protection system from the
beneficiaries' point of view were the beneficiary's fear of the futility of the communication process, as
they believed that it would expose them to more violence. Based on the findings of the study, the
researcher recommended a set of recommendations, the most important are: the necessity of informe with
the protection committees and their role as well how to reach them, and to report cases of abuse, the
necessity of imposing stricter penalties on the aggressor in child rights cases and ensuring their
implementation, and that the Ministry of Interior implement and set these penalties in coordination with

the Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development.
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