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Image in the social sciences (from the multi- document to visual writing)

Abstract:

Human communication throughout history has metamorphosized and changed over time.
However, the use of oral, written, and pictorial forms of communication continues today. The
digital revolution, which silenced the last decades of the twentieth century until today, the image
recorded a great dominance by controlling various aspects of life, and thus became the most
engineered form of communication for our social relations.

The importance of studying the image in the social sciences lies in working on the diverse
implications that is produced and presented, through which it contributes to creating a visual
culture that affects how we approach social phenomena.

From this point of view, this article aims to highlight the added value of adopting the image, with
its static or moving contents, as a visual writing and archive, in the production of scientific
knowledge that keeps pace with the transformations of the digital revolution in the social
sciences - sociology and anthropology - on the one hand, and its contribution to the development
of scientific knowledge and renewal of equipment. On the other hand, the technique adopted in
field studies of these sciences.

The central problem that established the previous goals is summarized in the knowledge of: How
does the image - still and moving as a video or documentary film - contribute to the development
of social sciences? What are the most important constraints faced by researchers?

The scientific treatment of the above problems enables to highlight the positive aspects and the
additions that enrich the use of the image by researchers, researches and studies in the field of
social sciences, and also to stand at the nature of the obstacles that the image poses to them at the
legal, ethical and technical level and ways to overcome them.

Keywords: Visual Sociology, Visual Anthropology, Image, Visual Writing, Visual Scientific

Knowledge, TechniquesVisual, Visual Culture, Visual Archive.
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