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The Interlanguage of Heritage Arabic Learners
Abstract

This study aims to focus on the features of interlanguage used by learners of Arab heritage
studying Arabic in Qatar. It classifies the various linguistic types, and discusses the reasons and

resources of those types. It also suggests a processing mechanism to achieve proficiency.

The research followed the descriptive analysis method based on the analysis of the written samples
of forty-five students who studied in 2018-2020. The total number of error answers was (521)
errors. The research divided them into different types according to their ratio: spelling mistakes,
grammatical mistakes, then structural and formulation errors, morphological errors, and finally
semantic errors with a slight difference. Also, the impact of colloquialism, the absence of

conjunctions tools, and punctuation marks were also evident in the written models.

The study results indicate that interlanguage is a natural phase in the student's path to mastery of
Arabic. These results' implications are discussed in terms of colloquial, the second language used
as the instructional language, linguistic fossilization, difficulties in the target language itself, and

curriculum.

The research offers suggestions for improving heritage learner interlanguage by selecting the vital
language formulas, structures, and patterns and presenting them to the learner gradually. In
addition, the research proposes developing an educational curriculum to bridge the gaps between
the colloquial and Modern Standard Arabic, exposing students to authentic listening and reading
texts and linking them to speaking and writing skills. The study also highlights the importance of
distinguishing between heritage language learners and non-native learners needs. Finally, the
research raises the teacher's awareness of this category's needs, nature, and the importance of

linguistic outcomes the learner should achieve at each level.

Keywords: Heritage Learners, Interlanguage, colloquial language, Mother Language, Second

Language
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