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Abstract:

The development of thinking skills and creativity in Islamic education has been recognized the
world over as one of the most important educational objectives in the 21st century, which is
practical to students as employers nowadays have a keen interest in seeking highly competent
graduates. However, concern arose to the importance of thinking skills from those perspectives is
limited to solving problems. The objective is to revisit the concept of creativity and innovation in
Islam from the Holy Quran and Prophet (PBUH). This article also highlights the significance and
the need to apply the Prophetic model of Islamic creativity, the Quranic methodology that enhances
creativity among people. Moreover, the study looked at the objectives of creativity in Islam and
innovation in the present-day educational system. This article invites us to reflect on the direction
of education for our current and next generation, especially within the context of choosing a
suitable framework for cultivating students' thinking in Islamic education. Creativity is ideas. One

individual can produce an idea that could be an outstanding or a mediocre idea.

The Quran has many verses that engage in critical thinking rather than blind submission. Through
innovation, we can find new ways to solve problems in life. Spread development, progress, and
happiness for individuals and society, so creativity is the key to success in life. The study ended
with conclusions and recommendations, the Qur'anic methods that called for the development of
thinking, which was to stimulate motivation and evaluate the ability to analyze attitudes and

judgments.

Keywords: Creativity, Critical thinking, Islamic perspective, Qur'an, Sunnah.

International Journal of Research and Studies Publishing | Volume 4 | issue 39 | January 2023 | P (304)



mailto:m.rashed19920@gmail.com

1JI

Volume 4 _ Issue 39 International Journal of Research and Studies Publishing A

Slalyilly gl i) ddgull dlaed) @I]RSP

Issued on: 20 January 2023
ISSN: 2709-7064

RSP

Apadla) A i) B o ay) uSdnl) <l jlga
Al Alas daaa sEalill dae)
Basiall Ay yal) il Jla¥) ¢ canbeill A gall <l ) dsas s Ay yadl 5 4 ulaciy cplalall 4 naBlul) Ay il S

Email: m.rashed19920@gmail.com

sl (adle

Ll 8 e lay) Sl aay sl Al a KU G 6 s B elaull) Sl daad Cayda g5 dpaa] Al )l 5l
Gl oY Ol Lee el 585 ¢y paall 5 galall o 81 8 dpailaill (ol ) aaf (e aa) 5 alladl el paan 8 4!
Sl g Apanl (e (BN L el ey Alle 30 S (553 Gaag A e Canally S alaia) agual jualall gl 6 (el
POl (A Y gy o sede (8 Dhaill Bale) s Caagd) (S5 COSA da o il Al ) shaial) @l (e Ul
zsalll 3k 555 e g Apeal o o gl Al o3 dalud LS alug agle A o il 5 g g SU 1N JA (e
8 gty Calaal A all el gl elly e s dle | el G gl e @Al AN eiall 5 o Dl g ladd (5 sl
b Lass Y caaldll 5 el Ll alell sl 8 il ) Jlaall 138 Gse g @lXS el agledl] allas 8 HS5Y) 5 23y
i O sy 280 (e Cua snaall JSEY) 58 £ 1aYE LDl il 8 OUal) S8 el o ) A Bl
Al @l e S A ety Sall el dleall cilipdail) e 58 il 5 Aaaal sie o) dadl 3 S8 0 5SE o) (S5 S8

Aale Zuadly!

O OV (e ae V) g smdll (e Yoy el gaiill el ) e U LY e paall e Gl Al 5 siay
el ~lide sa gl ol 131 ¢ paiaall 5 ol 8O0 Salad) 5 2288 g paiill i sl 8 JSLEAN Jadsaaa (3 yka dlayl liay
phasin) e Al Ga il 35k laia¥l 55 a8 Claa g milin Al caas s sball
iy i) Al 5 o KU ol ) (e Sl Sl Ruali g Al (o) e o) Sl 5 Alial) el el bl i)

DS ¢ gl Sl il (o il ¢ e lasy) al) s Aaliy) cilals)

International Journal of Research and Studies Publishing | Volume 4 | issue 39 | January 2023 | P (305)



mailto:m.rashed19920@gmail.com

1JI

Volume 4 - Issue 39 International Journal of Research and Studies Publishing e
Slalyilly gl i) ddgull dlaed) EZIJRSP

Issued on: 20 January 2023
ISSN: 2709-7064

RSP

1. Introduction

The Holy Quran refers to creativity, and among them. Allah (SWT) said, (I did not create jinn and
humans except to worship Me), (Had We sent down this Quran upon a mountain, you would have
certainly seen it humbled and torn apart in awe of Allah. We set forth such comparisons for people,
"so” perhaps they may reflect). The Holy Quran encourages thinking in many verses. Seven verses

ended with saying (for people who reflect) Islamic education spotlights on thinking and creativity.

The Holy Quran revelation began with educational verses from the Quran, in which there was an
indication that the most significant goal was to educate people in a civilized manner, thinking
through perusal, reading, learning, and scientific observation of the creation of man and the
universe. Furthermore, the Prophet Mohammad's (PBUH) role was also creative. He was able to
create and build a Muslim society. He transformed people from worshipping idols to worshipping
Allah Glory be to Him.

1.1. Significance of the Study

The purpose of this study is to investigate the main features of creativity from an Islamic
perspective. It also examined the definition, methodology, objectives, and importance of
developing thinking for the members of society in general and the students. Contribute to the
Quranic rooting of creative thinking. High point the importance of stimulating motivation towards

learning employing creativity patterns in the light of The Holy Quran.

1.2. Problem of the Study

Since the beginning of the 21st century, the world has witnessed tremendous and rapid
development in scientific and knowledge fields because several factors, including the vast
knowledge revolution and speedy technical applications, influence a shadow over the educational

system and all its elements, including the development of curricula.

The rules and methods followed by the Quran to develop creative thinking and the applications of

teaching Islamic education.

The following questions branch out from the questions:
What is the evidence of similar thinking in the Holy Quran?

What are the aims of thinking in the light of the Holy Quran?
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What are the areas of thinking in the Holy Quran?
1.3. Objectives of the Study

1. Finding a group of methods that develop and highlight creative thinking in the Qur’an and
Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

2. Practical applications in teaching Islamic education.

3. Help teachers improve the level of their cognitive questions according to their creative
thinking skills and their sub-indicators.

4. Encourage similar studies on creative thinking skills in the educational activities in Islamic

studies.

5. Explaining the relationship of thinking to other mental processes and highlighting the
comprehensiveness of thinking in all areas of life.

2. Previous studies

JARWAN (2007) refers to creative thinking as a complex and purposeful mental activity directed
by a strong desire to search for solutions or to reach original products that were not known before.
This type of creative thinking is characterized by comprehensiveness and complexity because it

involves overlapping cognitive, emotional, and ethical elements, forming a unique state of mind.

ERAGAMREDDY (2013) described creative thinking as the individual’s ability to produce. This
ability is characterized by the greatest intellectual fluency, flexibility, and originality. It has far-
reaching implications, such as the individual’s response to a problem or an exciting situation. It is
thinking beyond what is familiar or clear, resulting in good ideas or solutions that lead to good

production.

HABASH (2002) referred to creative thinking as the method used by the individual to produce
the largest number of ideas about the problem being faced (intellectual fluency). These ideas are
characterized by flexibility and non repetitional of originality. The role of creative thinking is thus
clear from these concepts that are helpful in the formation of new structures and planning to create

new, original, and valuable knowledge.
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The process of creativity is an advanced mental phenomenon through which an individual deals
with situations, experiences, and problems in a unique or unfamiliar way. It may involve

developing a previous set of solutions and coming up with a new solution.

(STERNBERG & LUBART, 1999; WASTON & GLASER, 1980) think that the creative
process passes through the following four stages: the preparation stage for a strange creative idea;
the incubation stage, which includes the maturation of the idea from theory to solution; the stage
of illumination, which leads to the realization of the idea; and the verification stage, which involves

reaching the original beneficial and satisfactory results.
3. Study Methodology

The researcher followed the content analysis method suitable for achieving the objectives of the
current study to conclude and provide support for some concepts. The writers relied heavily on the
Qur’anic verses and Hadith of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as the primary source of Islamic
thought to understand the term creativity and try to suggest a framework for the Islamic

methodology of creativity.
4. Creative thinking skills in Islam

Creative thinking is the productive process: It is the kind of thinking which produces the unusual.
When creative thinking is contained within the framework of ethics and human values, it becomes

increasingly important and finds appropriation everywhere.
Allah said in the Holy Quran:
(&R a2l Allae Ly oyl e VST (5000 G Lt 5305 T i e s g ks )

(And We have placed in it gardens of palm trees and grapevines, and caused springs to gush forth
in it, (34) so that they may eat from its fruit, which they had no hand in making. Will they not then
give thanks? (35) Surat Yak-Sin.

Islam Urges Muslims to innovate. If we look at the verses of the Holy Qur’an inviting people to
study carefully, take lessons from the creations of Allah (SWT), To reflect and realize the
happiness of man in the worldly life materially and morally because life is the foundation of man

in the hereafter.
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The Holy Quran tells us about the story of Dhu-Qarnayn in Surat Al-Kahf when the people asked
him to build a barrier to protect them from the mischief and corrupt practices of the Gog and
Magog people. He built them an unfamiliar barrier, and Allah blocked the passage of the Gog and
Magog to these people until the day of Judgment.

The story of Prophet Musa.

The righteous man resorts to an unfamiliar solution to save the ship, Its crew, and the passengers
from the bad king. Many verses of the Holy Quran and prophet Muhammad (PBUH) Hadith
encourage us to innovate and be creative in our lives, studying and solving problems, and to invite

us to realize a happy life and pleasant to all people.

When the Prophet Yousef discovered a creative solution to protect grains against corruption during
storage, which saved Egypt from starvation. The resolution depends on storing the grains without

removing them from the stem and taking only the required number.
Allah Almighty said: {115l V) 583 Loy 1588 T a3 50 268 AaSall i (g 5 ey (g0 RSl 30}

“He gives wisdom to whom He wills, and whoever has been given wisdom has certainly been
given much good. And none will remember except those of understanding.” (Surah al Bagarah 2:
269)

5. The benefits of creativity and innovation

Allah (SWA) has honored man in exception to all other creatures; He has given him the ability to
distinguish between good and evil, right, and bad. The methodology of thinking in Islam depends
on criticism and examination through steps that go further to sheer understanding, a call to
supersede the limits of superficial comprehension of ideas and tales and employing thought to

reach facts and choose the best.
Through innovation, we can find new ways to solve problems in life.
Increase development, progress, and happiness for individuals and society.

Creativity is the key to progress, excellence, and success in life.
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6. The methods of development creative thinking in Islamic Education

Trained teachers to cultivate creativity in their students. Dacey reasoned that the teacher’s inability
to flourish creativity probably results from deeply learned attitudes, values, and substantial time

and effort to overcome these unconscious biases.

Have a cooperative, socially integrative style of teaching.
Do not neglect mastery of factual knowledge.

Tolerate ‘sensible’ or bold errors.

Promote self-evaluation.

Take questions seriously.

Help students learn to cope with frustration and failure.
7. The Methodology of creative thinking in Islam
7.1. Creativity in the Holy Quran

The Quran motivates creativity; in every verse there is an invitation to examine our surrounding

carefully and reflect on them. Therefore, Allah says of His creativity of the universe:
(EHIAL SR 13a A L W a1 el sl BI85 (5 K05

(And consider the creation of heavens and earth (and say): our lord You created not this in vain)
(Surah aal Imran 3: 191)
To infer the existence of Allah Glory be to Him and to believe in Him. And this is the aim of all

mental processes. Allah Almighty praises His faithful servants. Allah said in Quran:

Gl 1 liaile Slhay 15 Gl La W) a5 csaldl G188 65 R605 2ga 534 (2 5135885 Ll (57K il
(a

"(They are” those who remember Allah while standing, sitting, and lying on their sides, and
reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth "and pray’, “Our Lord! You have not created
"all” this without purpose. Glory be to You! Protect us from the torment of the Fire)

To learn about the nature of men, its phases and characteristics, and the wisdom of the creation

of men by Allah Almighty.
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7.2. Creativity in Prophet’s sunnah

The Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) used to encourage the spirit of motivation in man and seek to
develop the talent of creativity in the believers. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
(Whosoever introduces a good practice in Islam, there is for him its reward and the reward of
those who act upon it after him without any diminished from their rewards)

Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah said, (Allah loves any of you who has done a

deed to perfect it. This is an indication that the perfectness of doing a job is a kind of innovation)
7.3. Creativity of Muslim Scholars

Muslim scholars made innovative contributions to various fields of life for a point of departure
of their faith and understanding of the purposes of (Magasid) of Sharia, which distinguished
from originality.

Al —-Khwarizmi Al-Gebra Mathematics
Al -Idrisi Medicine Geography and Astrology
Bin Sina Philosophy Medicine
Al — Biruni Physics Astronomy
Jaber bin Hayyan Chemistry Engineering

8. The United Arab Emirates and creativity

The U. A. E. has created a suitable environment for innovations and encourages innovators by
helping them. The significance of the statement of Sheik Mohammed bin Rashid (the joy of life

is to do something never done before, never expected I'm waiting for an innovation)

Evidence of the extent of attention given by the leaders of the United Arab Emirates to innovators
and creative persons:

Naming the year 2015 the year of innovation.

Honoring person producing innovative ideas.

Recommendations to support the innovators in the U.A.E schools.

Development of learning to be a suitable environment to graduate the innovators.
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9. Objectives of Creative thinking in Islam

By applying creativity, people usually aim at several issues "inventing new things, solving
problems, gaining rewards and appreciation” (Sweidan and Adlouni, 2002: 21- 25)

However, the objectives of creativity in Islam have some unique aspects. These are as follows:
9.1. Strengthening One’s Relationship with Allah

Thinking is a form of worship in Islam. As creativity is concerned with creating and inventing
new things, this will help one to know the power of Allah, and His creation, who created
everything in the world, so thinking leads to knowing Allah. A Muslim regulates his thinking by
adhering to the Shariah framework.

Goal: Positive Thinking & Human Welfare.
(191) (V) i U SR Sl 18 CdlA L 15 V15 i saldl A s & 5865

Allah Almighty said: “And reflect on the creation of the heavens and the earth "and pray’, “Our *
Lord! You have not created "all” this without purpose. Glory be to You! Protect us from the

torment of the Fire” (191) Ali’ Imran
9.2. Finding the Truth

Islam has commanded us to benefit from the wisdom perspective of its sources. An aspect of the
objectivity of a believer when making a judgment on matters is avoiding interest and emotion

because they may derail his course of action.

Thinking takes account of the accuracy, & seeks the truth, and focuses on the wisdom
perspective of the source. No bias, avoid fanaticism, vain desires, and irrational thoughts, avoid

suspicion and guesswork for it, and will not lead to the truth.
9.3. Positive thinking

Islam assigned every individual in society a role to perform and accomplish, representing his
goal in life. Realizing this goal means the individual is productive and beneficial to himself and
others. Hence the individual must avoid negative thinking and adopt a sound, positive outlook,
channel energy for constructive purposes and adopt optimism, hope, and goodwill to avoid

passivity, dependency & despair.
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The biography of Prophet Muhammad is full of positive thinking and optimism, he left his
homeland with a positive attitude, and his positive mental framework & proactive approach is loud
and clear in all Islamic teachings. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: "By Him in Whose Hand my
life is, anyone of you should take a rope and cut the wood (from the forest) and carry it over his
back and sell it rather than to ask a person for something and that person may give him or may not

give Him”
9.4. The Ethical and Moral System

Morals are consistent in Islam because they derive from an established creed and not from
narrow. Thinking in Islam respects the belief of others, appreciates their efforts, and builds on
dialogue and respect for others; A Muslim is not allowed to attribute to oneself the achievement
of others, and Islam respects intellectual property rights.

To enhance the role of the Muslim model or good example for others to be creative in the same
way. Creative Muslim scholars should be aware of their intention in practicing creativity. They
should feel that they are doing this to receive Allah's satisfaction and to fulfill their duties as
vicegerents on earth. Morals control the course of thinking so that it does not cause any damage

to others or overstep their interests. Hence, it is moral thinking.

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said, (I intended to prohibit cohabitation with a suckling woman
until I considered that the Romans and the Persians do it without any injury caused to their
children thereby) (Sahih Muslim)

10. Thinking in the Universe

Thinking must include all aspects of material and spiritual life; no feature should outweigh
another. As we need thinking in Sharia science, we also need it in physical sciences so that
progress becomes balanced and all aspects of life flourish together. In several verses, the Qur’an
enforces thinking on the heavens, the earth, and the universe. Thinking includes all aspects of
life: Material. Spiritual. Creative thinking must be balanced, with all aspects of life flourishing.
There shouldn’t be any imbalance between worship & work. Earning maintenance is regarded as

worship, so men are motivated to give out their best.

|JRSP
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Allah said in the Qur’an: “Say: Travel through the earth and see what the end of those was who
rejected truth” (Qur’an 6: 11) Objective of seeing in this verse is to think and use the mind to
understand why those people rejected the religion. In the same way, Allah has stated that the
earth is full of signs. Allah said: “On the earth are signs for those of assured faith” (Qur’an 51:
20). This verse encourages everybody to go around and think of the beautiful creation of Allah in
this universe. It is a motivation to look for the truth on this earth by thinking or traveling to

different places and reflecting deeply on this fascinating universe.

Allah said in the Qur’an: “Say: Behold all that is in the heavens and on earth; but neither Signs

nor warner’s profit those who believe not” (Qur’an 10: 101)

11. The effect of methodological thinking in Islam on society

There are many positive effects of methodological thinking in Islam on society, including:
1- Promoting dialogue and extending channels of communication between nations

2- The progress of society in all fields of life to occupy its place among nations and preserve its

national identity without isolation from others.

3- Unity of society and preservation of its security: by unifying the vision and efforts of the

community.

4- Every member of the community has a role to perform; this requires a high degree of

awareness of one’s responsibilities and the goal of society.
12. Conclusion

The study highlighted the Qur’anic methodology that enhances creativity among people The
Qur’an emphasizes the characteristics of creative thinking in Islam, the development of creative
thinking was represented in stimulating motivation and developing the ability to analyze situations
and events, as well as follow directions. Multiple ways to activate thinking patterns, such as
challenge and dialogue questions, this concept paper has aimed to describe the Islamic perspective
on creative thinking skills in teaching. According to the reviews of this study, creative thinking

will help people to build a strong mind, to avoid negative thinking.
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By having the creativity traits, Islamic teachers will be able to lead their respective classroom in
a way that allows them to cope with the daily changes and be ready to face the future and follow

the development that is required for any classroom to succeed.
13. Recommendations

1- Increase professional interest in the content of evaluation questions that include aspects from

the student’s imagination and link them to the student’s reality.

2- Reconsider the design of the Islamic education curricula, considering the inclusion of the
creative thinking skills necessary for learners and the need to rely on scientific standards in their

distribution ratios.

3- Muslim scholars ought to make great efforts toward investigating the concepts of Islamic
creativity. They should do more in-depth research on this topic will assist in formulating a theory

of creativity from the Islamic perspective, which will contribute to the existing knowledge.
4- To ensure the analysis used in building evaluation questions for Islamic education curricula.

5- Train Islamic education male and female teachers to use the best strategies and methods that
develop creative thinking skills through training courses and periodic workshops of a practical

and applied nature.

Mohamed Mostafa Rashed, A writer, researcher, and certified teacher in Islamic education.
Interest in issues of reform, renewal, and human renaissance. He holds a master’s degree in

Islamic studies from Al-Azhar University and a postgraduate diploma in general education.
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