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Comparative Literature in the Arab World (Issues in Theory, Method, and Critical

Terminology)
Abstract

The present study aims to explore some issues in comparative literature in the Arab world which
continue to spark debate in the discipline. They are essentially related to theory, method, and the
language of literary criticism. We shed light on the challenges entailed in the unrelenting efforts
to anchor Western theories and methods in Arab literature. | start by setting a comparison
between comparative literature in the Arab world and its counterpart in the West. The genesis
of the discipline in the west has been girded by already flourishing literary and critical theories,
which emerged as a response to a particular state of mind of the Western man, who had to
grapple with peculiar problems generated by his ever moving society. Western critical theories
tackled questions of an existential order, dilemmas related to being in an era of inexorable
change. As a result, both the literature produced and the huge body of criticism associated with it
were comprehensible to even the western lay man. The present study argues in favour of an
Arab theory that goes beyond the confines of western theory and literature, one that is more
representative and reflective of the Arab human condition. Arab comparative literature, which
is premised on general literature, is in need of grassroots theories and methods to blossom and

stop being an arcane discipline.

Keywords: Comparative literature, the Arab world, the West, theory, method, critical

terminology.
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