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Degree of Information Literacy among Teachers of Intellectual Disabilities in the
Context of Distance Education

Abstract

Due to the increasing importance of information, especially in the current era of knowledge
explosion and the information revolution, which have caused changes in the foundations and
concepts of education and consequently imposed a new reality for teaching methods, teachers are
required to change their roles to meet the characteristics of the current era. Based on this premise,
the current study aimed to examine the level of information literacy among teachers of
intellectually disabled students in the context of distance education and identify the differences in
their attitudes based on two variables: gender and educational qualification. The study adopted a
descriptive survey methodology to achieve its objective. The study tool was devised by the
researchers to depict information literacy in the realm of distance education. The questionnaire
comprised 26 items that were categorised into five dimensions representing the information
literacy criteria. The questionnaire was then administered to a sample of 185 male and female
teachers. The results found that teachers of intellectually disabled students in distance education
in Makkah had a very high level of information literacy. The dimensions of information literacy
came in descending order as follows: identifying the need for information and its nature;
understanding legal and ethical issues surrounding information use; efficiently using information
to achieve specific goals; accessing information with competence and efficiency; and evaluating
information. Furthermore, significant gender-based differences were found in information literacy,
with females demonstrating higher levels of proficiency. The educational qualification variable
was found to be a differentiating factor, with higher levels observed in postgraduate studies. Based
on the results, the researchers recommended raising teachers’ awareness about the impact of their
information literacy on improving the outcomes of the educational process. It was also suggested
to adopt information literacy as a fundamental criterion in the performance evaluation of teachers

in the context of distance education.

Keywords: Information Literacy, Learning, Intellectual Disabilities, Mental Retardation.
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