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The problem of classifying the sciences and its relationship to the virtuous city in the

thought of Al-Farabi (The creative aspect in the philosophy of the Second Teacher)

Abstract:

In this article, we sought to shed light on Abu Al-Farabi's bold contribution in providing a
scientific classification for knowledge and sciences. He holds a prominent position as a pioneer
of epistemology in Arab sciences, considering the prevailing political and social conditions of
his time. He formulated this classification in a way that corresponds to the diverse intellectual
and practical capacities of individuals within the virtuous city. We consider this correspondence
and alignment as aspects of greatness and creativity in the philosophy of the Second Teacher.
This helps us assert that Al-Farabi is not the creator of a utopian ideal city. The significance of
this article lies in the urgent need today to re-examine the history of Islamic Arab philosophy
through a specialized scientific lens. This entails relying on original texts and sources, as well as
scientific methodologies such as analytical and historical approaches. Based on this, we have
succeeded in: studying the problematic nature of classifying sciences and their relationship to
the virtuous city according to Al-Farabi, as a problem closely linked to the political and social
conditions in which it developed, reaching the conclusion that Al-Farabi's view of the virtuous
city is a translation of the various social and political conditions he lived in. Our philosopher
always started, To understand the philosophy of the Second Teacher (Abu Al-Farabi) in general,
and his civic philosophy in particular, we need to frame it within the broader intellectual
problematic that arose from the historical circumstances of the fourth Islamic century.
Furthermore, we must connect this problematic to the overall cultural reality in which it
emerged. Without addressing these aspects, we will remain incapable of comprehending the

philosophy of the Second Teacher and his civic philosophy.

Keywords: classification of sciences, the virtuous city, standards for classification of sciences,

epistemology of Arab sciences, civil philosophy, theory of celestial entities and spheres.
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