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Folk Crafts and Professions of Marginalized People in Hijaz Society during the
Mamluk Era (648-923 AH/1250-1517 AD)

Abstract
In this research, the researcher will attempt to detect the most prominent professions practiced by
marginalized people in Hijaz society during the Mamluk era. By tracing the history of these
popular professions, we will be able to identify the livelihood of these marginalized segments, the
methods of earning their living, and the extent of these professions’ connection with daily life or
with other more extensive circles of social segments. The study relied on the scientific historical
research method to find and extract scientific material from historical, literary, geographical, and
folklore sources, references, documents, periodicals, and scientific dissertations that revolve
around the subject of the study, and then used the descriptive and analytical method while
extrapolating and extracting the truth with complete impartiality and objectivity.
It became clear that the marginalized people in Hijaz during the Mamluk era practiced many
professions, despite them being marginal and characterized by fragility and weak economic
capacity, but they were a hidden pillar of society, a manifestation of its vitality and an important
economic entity. Without them, there would be no consumer, and thus there would be no trade,
and this would be reflected in the economic situation directly or indirectly. It also became clear
that the common people and the marginalized were able to face the social and economic reality
through a marginal economy that constituted for them an economic life resource that protected
them from the hardships of life to some extent. We can also distinguish the segment of
professionals as a distinct segment in the marginalized class because they did not depend on charity
or gifts, but rather relied on earning money. Even with the least possible resources, the popular
crafts they provided were an essential factor in the vitality, diversity, and specificity of society
during the Mamluk era. The study recommends the need for universities and research centers to
pay attention to studying social history, and to reread history in line with the new history according
to a social, cultural, mental and popular vision in order to understand the lives, works and ideas of
the general classes in society.
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