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Visual thinking skills included in the Islamic studies course for the fourth grade of

primary school in Saudi Arabia

Abstract:

The study aimed at identifying to what extent visual thinking skills are included in Islamic
studies content for 4™ elementary. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher used the
descriptive approach (Content Analysis Technique). The study population was Islamic studies
content for 4™ elementary (3 semesters content), in KSA, 1444 H- 2022- edition. The study
sample was the entire images, tables and maps included in Islamic studies content (3 semesters)
for 4" elementary, which consisted of (215) objects. The researcher used a list of visual thinking
skills should be included in Islamic studies content for 4" elementary, as a study instrument,
which transformed into content analysis card. The content analysis card has been verified to be
validated and reliable.

The study revealed that visual tools included in Islamic studies content for 4" elementary are
between high level and low level. The images came at the high level, tables and maps were at
low level. The results also suggested poor consideration for visual skills in Islamic studies
content for 4" elementary. The skills were at medium and low levels. There were no skills at
high levels; as just one skill, identifying visual object, came at the medium level, while the ret of
skills (visual object analysis, interconnections in visual object, explaining information in visual
object, eliciting meanings in visual object) came at the low level. In light of the study results, the
researcher recommends that those responsible for developing curricula should pay attention to
enriching visual thinking skills, and work on developing visual thinking skills in the Islamic
Studies curriculum in a good way that takes into account the different aspects of the learner’s
development, and balance in including visual thinking skills and other different types of thinking
in the content of Islamic Studies curricula in the primary stage for the different educational
stages.

Keywords: Islamic Studies, textbook, content analysis, visual thinking.
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