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Doctor of philosophy in Human Geography, Qassim University, Saudi Arabia.

Abstract

The study of economic characteristics is one of the important elements in the study of economic
structure. Its study serves to determine the features of economic activity, and it is a key pillar for
the development of future plans, whether in economic development projects or in the fields of
public services. In order to identify the economic characteristics of the Saudi female labor force,
this study aimed to analyze the spatial distribution patterns of the Saudi female labor force in the
regions according to economic activity, employment status, and occupational composition. The
study relied on the questionnaire as a tool for collecting information. The sample size was 9634
Saudi females (15 years and older), and the sample was selected in the administrative regions using
the Stephen Thompson formula. The study employed some statistical methods to analyze the data,
such as percentages, means, rates, correlation coefficients and some spatial statistical metrics such
as Gibbs and Martin's diversity scale. The results of the study showed that Saudi female workers
accounted for 46.3%, while unemployed females accounted for 53.7% of the total sample. The
study found that more than two-thirds of the sample (67.9%) of Saudi female workers, work in the
educational and health activities sector. The study also found that Saudi female workers are
concentrated according to the tripartite classification of economic activities in the tertiary or
service activities sector. The proportion of women employed in this sector was 98.5% of the total
study sample. The majority of Saudi females work in the public sector at 76.1%. The study
concluded with a set of recommendations, the most important of which are: the expansion of job
opportunities in the public and private sectors and diversifying them in all regions of the country;
increasing the Saudi females' economic participation (15 years and older) in economic sectors
where participation rates are low, by planning to recruit them in these sectors and confronting the

obstacles and problems that prevent their enrollment in these activities.

Keywords: Analyzing the spatial distribution patterns of the Saudi female labor force, tripartite

classification of economic activities, occupational composition, employment status, income level.
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