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The case of Ahmed bin Majid guiding Vasco da Gama in 1498 AD

(Inductive analytical study)

Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the most important main sources that dealt with the case of the guidance
of Ahmed Bin Majid to Vasco De Gama in 1498, and highlight the most important historical facts
about the truth of the historical event of the case. To achieve the objectives of the study, the
researcher will adopt the historical approach based on description and analysis in identifying the
personality of Ahmed Bin Majid. It will also rely on the inductive analytical method to analyze
historical accounts that mentioned the Vasco De Gama guiding incident in the Indian Ocean,

whether Arab or European.

The importance of the study is to provide new historical data highlighting the primary sources,
whether Arabic or Portuguese, which dealt with the mention of the guide who was accompanied
by Vasco De Gama to India and to prove the innocence of Ahmed Bin Majid from the historical
charge that he was the one who guided the Portuguese to India, relying on non-traditional sources
in historical writing. Also, the study of the issue of Ahmed bin Majid's guidance to India did not
get much luck from the study and research, so the study will cover aspects that were not addressed
in previous studies in the analysis of primary sources that mentioned the incident of Ahmed bin
Majid's guidance to India.

The study has reached a set of conclusions, the most important of which is: most contemporary
Portuguese historical accounts or close to the events of Vasco De Gama's trip to India agree that
the guide belongs to Gujarat, and that he is from a Muslim sect, so the name of Ahmed Bin Majid
and none of his surnames are explicitly mentioned in Portuguese sources, and this indicates that

Ahmed Bin Majid is not the guide who guided Vasco De Gama to the right path to India.
Keywords: Ahmed bin Majid, Vasco de Gama, Indian Ocean, Al-Arjouzah, Al-Nahrawali,

Portuguese.
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God in his mercy was pleased that as we drew near this city all the sick we had brought promptly
recovered their health be-cause this land has a very good climate.

We were still there on the Wednesday and Thursday, after real-izing the malice and treachery
that those dogs had tried to com-mit against us. We left in the morning with a light breeze and
anchored close inshore about eight leagues from Mombasa. At dawn we saw two ships to our
leeward, some three leagues out to sea, and we decided to approach and capture them, because we
needed pilots to guide us to where we wanted to go. As eve-ning drew in, we made for one of the
boats and seized it, while the other took refuge ashore. In the one we took, we found sev-enteen
men and some gold, silver and a great quantity of maize and food, as well as a Moorish woman,
the wife of an old but honest moor who was abroad. As we closed in, they all threw themselves
into the sea, and we proceeded to pick them up in our small boats.

At sunset on the same day, we dropped anchor off a place called Malindi, which is thirty leagues
from Mombasa. Between Mombasa and that city there are the following places: Matape-va, Toca-
meguo and Kilifi.

On Easter Sunday, the Moors we had captured told us that there were four ships with Christians
from India in the city of Malindi, and if we would take them there they would personal-ly provide
ws with Christian pilots and whatever we wanted, such as meat, water, wood and other item s.

The commander wanted very much to have pilots from that country, so after discussing this
matter with the moors, we can-chored half a league from shore in front of the city. The towns
people did not dare approach the ships because they had al-ready been informed and were aware
that we had captured a boat with some moors.

On Monday morning, the commander gave orders for the old moor to be put on a sandbank
opposite the town. An almadia went there to fetch him, and the Moor told the king what the
commander wanted, and how he would be delighted to make peace with him. After supper, the
Moor returned in a zavra in which the king of the city sent one of his horsemen, a sharif and three

sheep. He sent word to the commander that he too would be pleased fot there to be a peace treaty

between them, and to be on good terms, and if he needed anything from his land he would gladly
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give it to him, whether it was pilots or anything else. The commander sent a message to him that
he would come to the harbour the following day; and by his messengers he sent him a burnous,
two strings of coral beads and three basins, a hat, some bells and two pieces of striped cloth.

So, on Tuesday we came in closer to the town. The King sent the commander six sheep and a
great deal of cloves, cumin, ginger, nutmeg and pepper, and he sent word that if he wished to meet
him at sea on Wednesday he would go in his zavra and the commander should go in his boat.
(40-35 Sadall (22000 ¢ onlall)

(allas o) A3y s ghadial) (jai)
(48-43 ainall (22000 ¢ sanlill)
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