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The Relationship Between the YouTube Stars and Adolescence Identity in The
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (Survey study)

Abstract:

This study aims to identify the nature of the relationship between YouTube stars (YouTubers) and
Saudi adolescents, the extent to which their national identity is affected in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, and to monitor the reasons that led to the emergence of this relationship between YouTube
stars and adolescents who follow their channels on a daily basis by revealing the personal and
demographic characteristics of the YouTube star, describing the nature and dimensions of the
relationship between adolescents and YouTube stars, and developing a vision of the level of
identity impact on adolescents. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher used the
survey method on Saudi adolescents aged (12-22) years, males and females, who use the YouTube
platform in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The study sample consisted of (400) individuals, and
the study tool represented by the electronic questionnaire was applied to collect data in the first
half of the year (2019-2020 AD). The study reached a set of results, the most prominent of which
are: The results of the study confirmed the existence of a positive correlation with statistical
significance between the exposure of the respondents to YouTube stars, and the impact of their
national identity in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in all its social, cultural, political, and economic
dimensions. One of the important results is that the adolescent does not realize the dimensions of
his identity or its components; the appearance of the star (clothes, modern haircuts, and the
language used) is not associated with a threat to the national identity; the adolescent imitates
without awareness or realization of that. The results of the study also showed that YouTube is
similar to television in many features, increasing cultural implantation processes, especially among
the category of adolescents who imitate other cultures unconsciously. Followers play the primary
role in the fame and success of stars on YouTube. The more interaction and fulfillment of
followers' requests, the more famous the star is. In light of the results of the study, the researcher

presented a set of important and useful recommendations.
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