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Psychometric properties of a measure of youth attitudes toward drug abuse
Mohammad bin Fayez al mohsen al asmari
Abstract

The current research aims to identify youth attitudes to drug abuse, its types and dimensions, and
to prepare a research measurement tool that contributes to determining the level of youth attitudes
to drug abuse. It has good psychometric properties and is standardized in Saudi society. The
importance of the current research comes from the fact that it addresses an important topic about
the tendency towards drug use among a sample of young people, the importance of the age group
it addresses, as well as identifying the factors that contribute to shaping young people’s tendencies
towards drug use. It also opens the door to other research that addresses young people’s tendencies
towards drug use in various fields, and the extent of its impact on their life skills. The researcher
presented the scale in its initial form to a group of expert judges specialized in psychology to
determine the content validity of the scale according to the operational definition of the tendency
toward drug abuse. The amendments suggested by the judges were made, and the percentage of
agreement between them on the validity of the items ranged between (85-100)%, and the
psychometric properties were calculated by applying the scale to a random sample of young people
of age (15-24) years old. The number of them was (150) young men and women, including (60
females) and (90 males), with an average age of (20.3), and a standard deviation of (0.68). Honesty
was calculated through (the judges’ honesty - and exploratory factor analysis of dimensions and
items). The reliability of the scale was calculated using (Cronbach's alpha coefficient, which had
a value of - 0.856, and correlation coefficients with the Spearman-Brown equation, which was
0.828). This scale is a tool for increasing specialized research on drug abuse and the motives
leading to the formation of youth attitudes towards drug abuse, and improving the quality of life.
The researcher recommends that those interested in the preventive field in the field of combating
drugs benefit from using this tool to measure the growth and spread of these unhealthy phenomena

in Saudi society.
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