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International and Local Legal Regulation for the Protection of the Marine Environment

from Pollution (An Analytical Study)

Abstract:

This study clarifies the concept of the marine environment and identifies the sources of pollution
that threaten it, in addition to discussing the legal frameworks and procedures followed for its
protection according to local and international regulations. The marine environment is defined,
and water pollution in its various forms is understood. The study also highlights the sources of
marine pollution. Additionally, it discusses the international responsibility related to marine
environmental pollution, with an explanation of the maritime boundaries of countries and their
role in environmental protection. The study aims to provide a comprehensive view of the legal
protection of the marine environment from pollution. Therefore, legal protection mechanisms and
measures taken at the international and national levels were reviewed, along with the inclusion of
examples of disasters that have negatively impacted the marine environment. The research used
the descriptive approach to clarify the nature of the marine environment and define its concept.
The analytical approach was also used to study international responsibilities for protecting the
marine environment, and to study the legal mechanisms and measures followed to ensure the
protection of the marine environment. The study concluded that the marine environment includes
saline water bodies and their organisms and natural resources. Pollution occurs because of the
introduction of harmful substances into these waters, according to the 1982 United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. Oil spills, industrial, and radioactive wastes are among the most
prominent sources of pollution, necessitating the imposition of international liability on polluters
based on the "polluter pays" principle to protect the marine environment. International laws also
rely on binding agreements, monitoring marine activities, and enhancing international cooperation
to achieve sustainable development and protect resources for future generations. In light of the
findings of the study, the researcher presented a set of recommendations, the most prominent of
which are: establishing mandatory training programs for workers in the maritime transport and
industry sectors on the importance of reducing marine pollution and methods of complying with
environmental standards.

Keywords: Marine environment, marine pollution, legal protection, sustainable development,

international responsibility.
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