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Abstract

This study aimed to shed light on the item sensitivity index in criterion-referenced tests as one of
the most critical foundations to rely on when selecting items for such tests. It reviewed the
differences between this type of tests and norm-referenced tests to emphasize that the principles
for item selection should differ between the two types. The study adopted the theoretical or
analytical approach, also known as the literature review method, analyzing previous Arabic studies
that addressed criterion-referenced tests. These included studies focused on their construction or
those examining the statistical methods used in such tests, such as comparing methods for
estimating reliability, cut scores, or item sensitivity indices. It was observed that there is a scarcity
of studies focusing specifically on the topic of item sensitivity indices in criterion-referenced tests.
Moreover, some studies on the construction of such tests do not mention this index at all, while
others use the discrimination index in the same manner as it is used in norm-referenced tests,
indicating a flaw in the development of this type of test. The current study recommended paying
greater attention to criterion-referenced tests, considering them complementary to norm-
referenced tests, as they provide deeper insights into students' learning problems. It also called for
more research and statistical studies on methods for calculating the item sensitivity index to
promote a broader understanding of this concept in the Arab educational field, thereby enhancing
the application of criterion-referenced tests; and providing training courses and workshops for
teachers and test developers to equip them with skills in constructing and analyzing criterion-
referenced tests; and including practical courses in constructing and analyzing criterion-referenced

tests in measurement and evaluation curricula in the Arab world.

Keywords: Item Sensitivity Index, Criterion-Referenced Tests, Norm-Referenced Tests.
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