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Abstract:

The current research aims to identify the reasons for farmers’ reluctance to cultivate cotton,
categorize these reasons into causal groups, determine the relative importance of each factor,
determine the percentage of total variance explained by each factor, and identify their suggestions
that encourage the expansion of cotton cultivation.

The studied area was Kafr El-Sheikh Governorate. The two largest districts were selected
according to the cultivated area with cotton. Then, the two largest villages from each district were
chosen in which farmers were reluctant to cultivate cotton. The villages were Al-Ajouzin and
Shabas Al-Malh in Desouk district, Tida and Manshiyat Abbas in Sidi Salem district. A random
sample of 10% was taken from each village (a total was 234 respondents). The data was collected
using a questionnaire with a personal interview. Frequencies, percentages, weighted arithmetic
mean of relative weights, and factor analysis were used to analyze and illustrate the results.

The results showed that the group of reasons for farmers' reluctance to cultivate cotton related to
extension services came in the first place, with two sub-factors: weak agricultural extension efforts,
and lack of knowledge of extension recommendations. The group of reasons related to crop
marketing came in second place, with three sub-factors: difficulty in supplying the crop, lack of
marketing information, and difficulty in storing the crop. The group of reasons related to crop
economics came in third place, with two sub-factors: high costs of crop production, and low yield
from the crop. The group of reasons related to the agricultural policy came in fourth place, with
three sub-factors: weak performance of administrative facilities, failure to establish a clear pricing
policy for the crop, and lack of irrigation water. The group of reasons related to crop production
came in fifth place, with three sub-factors: the nature of the cotton plant, the nature of agricultural
soil, and the crop duration.

The most important suggestions of the respondents that would contribute to motivating them to
expand the cultivation of cotton are: Earlier announcing the selling price of the crop, provide an
extension officer specialist in cotton production in each area, and contracting in advance with
cotton farmers before planting.

Keywords: Reluctance, farmers, cotton.
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