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University as a Philosophical Subject (Analytical Approach)

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the main characteristics of the university, since the Middle Ages and
the era of lights, to understand its social and cultural purposes, and from there is an understanding
of the moral aspects of its essence. As for the second goal, it is the focus of the research in what
constitutes the origin of the "university philosophy", which has developed an organized
philosophical engineering for the so -called "University of Philosophy", in order to understand the
theoretical and historical context that formed this philosophy, and follows its successive
developments. The entry of Enlightenment philosophers into the university was no simple. This
stronghold, which for centuries had served both the ecclesiastical authorities and despotic princes,
would become a symbol of the major scientific, spiritual, political, and philosophical
transformations known as modernity from the beginning of the 19th century. Before that could
happen, defending the right of philosophy and the philosopher to exist within the university was a
major risk. Therefore, Kant is credited with successfully leading the "battle" between the
Enlightenment and the conservatives as he ensured that it was a struggle based on solid rational
argumentation from within the university itself, rather than advocating for an alternative utopian
model that did not exist.

Once this presence became both legitimate and an established fact, new issues emerged, revolving
around the relationship between philosophy as a form of free critical thinking and the university
as an institution funded and managed by the state. Among the most significant of these issues were
the limits of the philosopher’s freedom once he became a university employee and the appropriate
form that philosophy lessons should take to serve as a symbol of intellectual enlightenment and
the unrestricted use of reason. These questions evolved in the 20th century, taking on new and
equally important dimensions with the emergence of specialized sciences in education, based on

the premise that mass public education requires moving beyond traditional teaching methods.

Keywords: Enlightenment, University, Philosophy of Teaching Philosophy, Employed
Philosopher, Pedagogy of the university.
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2016, p:288.
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