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The Disputed Issues in the Hanbali School of Thought: Their History and Origin in the
Context of the Adhan (Collection and Study)
Jawaher Abdullah Abdulaziz Alshitri

Abstract:
This research addresses the disputed issues within the Hanbali school of thought concerning the
chapter of the Adhan (call to prayer), referencing the various narrations attributed to Imam Ahmad
ibn Hanbal. It explores the evidences supporting each view and the extent to which these
jurisprudential branches are connected to the figh of Imam Ahmad — may Allah have mercy on
him — the hadith scholar, jurist, ascetic, and devout worshiper, known for the abundance of
narrations and opinions attributed to him, surpassing those of other scholars. His interest in
worship-related matters, which are often the subject of public inquiry and fatwas, is notable.
The study seeks to distinguish between issues founded on Imam Ahmad’s direct statements and
those based on the interpretations or extensions of his followers (the Hanbali scholars). It examines
the extent to which later Hanbali scholars’ views align with the original texts and narrations of
Imam Ahmad, highlighting the importance of deeper attention to this aspect in enriching the
Hanbali school and showcasing its scholars and jurists. The research also addresses a key problem:
while the Hanbali school is built upon narrations from Imam Ahmad — whether explicit, implicit,
analogical, indicative, or derived — some senior scholars have argued that much of what is found
in the writings of later Hanbalis contradicts Ahmad's original views and texts. This raises the need
to critically evaluate these later juristic opinions and their conformity to Imam Ahmad’s positions.
The research consists of an introduction, a preface, six main topics, and a conclusion. The
introduction outlines the research objectives, methodology, and structure. The preface discusses
the term “later Hanbalis” and the method of identifying the Hanbali position among later scholars.
The research covered: addresses the ruling on receiving payment for Adhan and Igamah. And
examines placing fingers in the ears during the Adhan. The investigates the practice of Tathweeb
(additional phrases) in the dawn Adhan. The fourth discusses the melodious and grammatically
incorrect Adhan. And explores whether a discerning minor may call the Adhan for adults. the
practice of turning during the Adhan. The conclusion summarizes the research findings and
presents recommendations that serve the development of Hanbali jurisprudence.
Keywords: Hanbali, Madhhab, Adhan, Disputed Issues.
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