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Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the concept of Orientalism both linguistically and terminologically,
trace its historical emergence, and identify its key objectives. It also seeks to explore the major
schools of Orientalism and their classifications, highlight the status of the Arabic language
within human and civilizational heritage, review the efforts of certain Orientalists—whether
positive or negative—towards the Arabic language, and analyze the overall impact of
Orientalism on the Arabic language and Arab thought. Furthermore, the study examines how
Western Orientalists have approached the Arab world, including its religion, culture, and history,
discussing the roots and aims of Orientalist thought, while shedding light on the interaction
between Eastern and Western cultures. Despite the positive contributions of Orientalism to Arab
culture, the study acknowledges the underlying tendencies toward political and intellectual
dominance. The significance of this research lies in its presentation of the cultural efforts made
by Orientalists. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, which is most suitable
for examining concepts, tracing historical development, and analyzing the positions and impacts
of Orientalists, making it well-aligned with the research’s historical and critical nature.

The research concludes that Orientalism has become an independent academic discipline with
defined features, well-established ideas, and prominent figures. Despite the negative aspects and
conspiracies embedded in Orientalist approaches toward Islam, its followers, and their language,
Orientalism has also yielded beneficial outcomes and unprecedented scholarly contributions.
However, caution remains essential, as some works may contain hidden agendas under the guise
of academic interest. While many Orientalists share unified goals, some are sincere and
objective, with a number having even embraced Islam. The continued collaboration and
collective effort among Orientalists from past to present underscores the persistent targeting of
Islam, its followers, its sacred elements, and its language. Therefore, vigilance is necessary,
achieved through knowledge and scholarly engagement to close any gaps that may be exploited
by Orientalist narratives. In light of these findings, the researcher presents a set of important and
constructive recommendations.

Keywords: Orientalism, cultural influence, Arabic language
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