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Sharia-Based Foundations for Environmental Legislation in the Context of Public Law

Abstract

This study explores the vital role of Islamic legal principles in shaping contemporary
environmental legislation, emphasizing how fundamental concepts derived from the Qur’an and
Sunnah—such as stewardship (Istikhlaf), the prohibition of corruption (Ifsad), the prevention of
harm (Darar), and the pursuit of public interest (Maslahah)—offer a holistic and ethically grounded
framework for environmental protection and sustainable development. The study investigates the
extent to which these principles can be effectively integrated into modern legal systems and how

they align with international environmental agreements.

Through an analytical review of environmental laws in selected Islamic countries, the study reveals
significant discrepancies in the degree to which Islamic environmental values are incorporated into
national legal systems. Some countries rely almost entirely on secular laws, while others attempt
to incorporate Islamic principles into their environmental policies. However, challenges remain,
including divergent interpretations among Islamic scholars, the absence of unified jurisprudential
references, and difficulties reconciling traditional Sharia-based sanctions with globally recognized
legal standards.

In response to these challenges, the study offers several strategic recommendations. These include
the development of national environmental laws that are grounded in Islamic legal foundations
while remaining compatible with international obligations, the formation of interdisciplinary
committees comprising religious scholars and environmental experts, and the integration of
Islamic environmental ethics into educational curricula and public awareness campaigns.
Furthermore, the study calls for the establishment of dedicated research centers focused on

contemporary Islamic environmental jurisprudence to support governments and policymakers.

Keywords: Sharia foundations, environmental legislation, public law
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