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The Legal Framework for Hazardous Waste Management in Accordance with the

Provisions of the Saudi Waste Management Law

Abstract:

This research aims to explore the nature of hazardous waste, including the definition of hazardous
waste under Saudi law and international agreements, the characteristics of hazardous waste, and
its sources. It also examines the position of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia regarding international
agreements and domestic legislation related to waste management, including the role of the Basel
Convention and the National Center for Waste Management (MWAN). Furthermore, the study
identifies safe methods for hazardous waste disposal, as defined by the Saudi Waste Management
Law, and outlines the penalties for violations of this law, including those under the jurisdiction of
the Public Prosecution and those under the authority of the Center. The researcher adopted the
descriptive method, which relies on collecting facts, data, or analyzing specific situations and

interpreting them adequately.

The study reached several key findings, the most important of which is that Saudi Vision 2030
plays a significant role in shaping the environmental policy of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The
Saudi legislator has demonstrated clear concern for the environment and living organisms, as
evidenced by the enactment of the Environmental Law in 1441 AH and the Waste Management
Law in 1442 AH. Moreover, several regulatory bodies have been established to protect the
environment and prevent pollution. The Waste Management Law reflects the legislator’s
commitment to complying with international conventions—particularly the Basel Convention—
on the disposal of hazardous waste. The Law also adopts a hierarchy of waste disposal methods,
giving priority to the most environmentally friendly options, such as recycling, over less desirable
ones like incineration or landfilling. In light of the findings, the researcher presents a set of

recommendations.

Keywords: Hazardous Waste Management, Legal Framework, Saudi Waste Management System
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