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The effectiveness of a semantic learning-based program for developing learning
environment vocabulary and linguistic performance skills among non-native speakers

of Arabic in early childhood

Abstract:

This study aimed to explore the effectiveness of a semantic learning-based program for
developing the vocabulary of the learning environment and linguistic performance skills of non-
Arabic speaking children in early childhood. It also aimed to identify the vocabulary of the
learning environment and the performance skills required for semantic linguistic learning among
non-Arabic speaking children in early childhood. The problem of the current study was the
learner's weak use of the vocabulary of the learning environment and the weak linguistic
performance at the semantic level among non-Arabic speaking children due to the child's lack of
practice in constructing semantic fields and correctly understanding and using semantic context.
To address this problem, the current study attempted to answer the following main question:
What is the effectiveness of a program based on semantic linguistic learning for developing the
vocabulary of the learning environment and performance skills among non-Arabic speakers in
early childhood? To achieve the study objectives, the researcher used the descriptive and quasi-
experimental approach, and designed tools to inventory the vocabulary of the educational
environment, and a tool to design the program. The study concluded that there are statistically
significant differences at the significance level (a < 0.05), between the average scores of learners
in the early childhood stage in semantic linguistic education, for the pre- and post-test
applications, in the overall test result in favor of the post-test, which confirms the effectiveness
of the program. In light of the study findings, the researcher recommends employing semantic
linguistic education in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers of Arabic in the early childhood
stage, and that educational institutions interested in early childhood education adopt the
"semantic linguistic education" approach in the "My Eternal Language" curriculum and enrich it
with content, and that the Ministries of Education in the Arab world benefit from the semantic
linguistic education program. Further studies should be conducted on employing semantic field
vocabulary to teach non-Arabic speaking children.

Keywords: semantic learning, learning environment vocabulary, language performance skills,

non-native Arabic speaking children, early childhood
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