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Abstract:

This study aims to assess the extent to which kindergarten teachers benefit from the child
assessment tools included in the Kindergarten Child Assessment Guide within the national
curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to propose a framework for developing these
tools. The researcher adopted the descriptive-analytical method, and the study population consisted
of two samples: the first was a random sample of kindergarten teachers in Riyadh, and the second
was a purposive sample of ten experts in early childhood education, psychology, and special
education. A questionnaire was used as the main instrument, comprising 13 items directed at
evaluating the guide from the perspectives of both teachers and experts.

The findings revealed that teachers’ benefit from the assessment tools was of a “moderate” level
(mean = 2.16 out of 3.00). Most teachers agreed that the guide contributes—albeit to a limited
extent—to supporting individualized planning for children. However, some noted the difficulty of
accurately following up on each child within a single educational setting. The results also
highlighted the role of the guide in documenting children’s ongoing development through
monitoring records, which aligns with the recommendations of the NAEYC that emphasize
assessment as a continuous and integrated process within educational routines.

On the other hand, shortcomings were observed in certain areas, such as weak communication
with families, the lack of clarity and practicality of the symbols used, and limited effectiveness of
the guide in early detection of developmental delays. Expert opinions were generally more
positive, with a higher mean score (2.79 out of 3.00) compared to teachers, who reported only
moderate benefit. These findings underscore the need to enhance assessment tools in ways that
foster integration between teachers and families, while improving the accuracy of diagnosis and
individualized planning for children. Based on these results, the researcher provided a set of

significant and practical recommendations, including the proposed developmental framework.
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