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Educational standards for teachers of Arabic language for non-native speakers in the

light of modern trends
Dr. Wedad Ahmad Safar
Lecturer, Community College of Qatar, State of Qatar

Abstract

This research aims to identify the educational standards required for teachers of Arabic as a foreign
language, focusing on their connection to second language acquisition theories, principles, and
approaches; the methodologies and techniques used in language teaching; curriculum design for
non-native speakers; planning and assessment processes; and the cultural dimensions of the Arabic
language, including its products and perspectives.

The study employed the descriptive-analytical method. The research population consisted of
teachers of Arabic to non-native speakers at the Institute of Arabic Language Teaching (Ministry
of Education) and the Higher Institute of Languages at the University of Damascus. A sample of
36 teachers participated, and a questionnaire was administered to explore the necessary educational
standards across three domains: understanding second language learning theories, teaching
principles, approaches, and methodologies, as well as their application; designing curricula for
teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, planning instruction, understanding evaluation processes,
and applying this knowledge to support learner progress; and recognizing the nature of Arab
culture, its relationship with the Arabic language, and developing awareness of the cultural
products and perspectives of Arabic. The analysis yielded a comprehensive list of educational
standards for teachers of Arabic as a foreign language. These standards relate to second language
theories and their applications, diverse teaching methodologies, curriculum design, planning and
assessment, and the integration of Arab culture into teaching practice. Based on these findings, the
study recommends strengthening the preparation of teachers of Arabic for non-native speakers by
adopting clear and well-defined standards. It further suggests incorporating the identified
educational criteria into teacher preparation programs, aligning training with these standards, and

organizing in-service professional development courses tailored to teachers’ needs.

Keywords: Educational standards for the preparation of teachers of Arabic for non-native

speakers, Arabic teacher for non-native speakers, Second language, foreign language.
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