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The Role of the Family in Raising Awareness of Cybercrime Prevention (A Field Study

on a Sample of Saudi families in Abha)

Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the role of the family in raising awareness of cybercrime prevention
from the perspective of a sample of Saudi families in Abha. This was achieved by identifying the
most prominent forms of cybercrime, exploring its most significant risks, and identifying the
family's contribution to raising awareness and preventing it, in addition to monitoring the obstacles
that limit the effectiveness of this role. The study relied on a social survey approach for a sample
of Saudi families in Abha. The questionnaire was distributed electronically via Google
applications, and the collection process resulted in the response of (188) families representing the
study sample. The results showed that the most prominent forms of cybercrime were: hacking
electronic devices, terrorizing victims, and stealing bank credit cards. It also became clear that the
most important risks associated with these crimes included the theft and destruction of personal
information, threatening privacy, in addition to deceiving girls and luring them into immoral
practices. The results indicated that the family has a prominent role in raising awareness and
prevention, by guiding its members to avoid publishing personal data and photos on social media
sites except when necessary. The results also revealed a number of obstacles that limit the family's
role in this area, most notably the rapid development of technology and the difficulty of keeping
up with its developments to ensure adequate protection. The study recommended the need to train
Saudi families to follow the necessary security measures and procedures to protect themselves and
their children from cybercrime and mitigate its effects, and encourage family members to
immediately report any cyber-attack to the relevant authorities, thus strengthening efforts to curb
cybercrime. given the limited family awareness of the seriousness of these crimes.
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