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Religious and Social Dimensions of Intellectual Security in Islamic Studies Curricula for

First-Year Intermediate Students in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (An Analytical Study)

Abstract:

The present study aims to identify the extent to which the religious and social dimensions of
intellectual security are represented in the Islamic Studies Curriculum for the first-year
intermediate grade in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. To achieve this objective, the descriptive
method was employed, and the content analysis tool was used. A checklist was developed that
included indicators of intellectual security associated with both the religious and social
dimensions. The study sample comprised the Islamic Studies Curriculum for the first-year
intermediate grade in both the first and second semesters, with the analysis conducted at the
beginning of the 1446 AH / 2025 academic year. The results revealed that the religious dimension
was strongly present in the content, with a notable emphasis on the glorification of the Qur’an and
the Sunnah, whereas some indicators—such as preaching and guidance and warning against
sedition—were weak or absent. The first semester focused primarily on topics related to Figh
(Islamic jurisprudence) and Hadith. Regarding the social dimension, its representation was limited,
concentrating mainly on behavioral etiquette and teamwork, with some indicators missing and
only minor variation between the two semesters. In light of these findings, the researchers
recommend several actions, most notably the redistribution of the indicators of the religious
dimension of intellectual security to include the indicators absent from the content (such as
preaching and guidance, warning against sedition, and the legal foundation of security-related
issues). The study also recommends reinforcing the concepts of moderation, balance, and the
comprehensiveness of religion in the curriculum to achieve harmony between the cognitive and
behavioral aspects of religion and to strengthen students’ intellectual immunity. Additionally, it
emphasizes the need to increase the inclusion of indicators related to the social dimension,
particularly those entirely absent—such as intellectual partisanship and awareness of dangers due

to their significant role in preventing extremism and deviation.

Keywords: Intellectual Security, Islamic Studies Curriculum, First-Year Intermediate Grade,
Content Analysis, Dimensions of Intellectual Security, Social Security, Safeguarding the Islamic

Creed.
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