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Abstract

This study examines the challenges and obstacles faced by female Islamic preachers in
Bangladesh. Da‘wah is a religious duty for every Muslim, male or female, yet it is often neglected
in practice. It is considered one of the most meritorious deeds, as emphasized in the Qur’an: “And
who is better in speech than one who invites to Allah and does righteousness and says, ‘Indeed, I

299

am of the Muslims.”” (Surah Fussilat, 41:33). The obligation applies equally to both genders.

Female preachers, however, encounter multiple challenges linked to societal norms, limited
financial and institutional support, insufficient access to religious education, and administrative
restrictions, all of which reduce their effectiveness. Historically, women have made significant
contributions to family and community education, highlighting the potential for broader
engagement in Da‘wah. Addressing these challenges requires empowering female preachers
through modern religious education, facilitating community participation, removing bureaucratic
barriers, and promoting Islamic values that uphold justice and equality. This study employs a
descriptive and analytical methodology to explore the contemporary realities of female preachers
in Bangladesh. Findings indicate that the main challenges include cultural and social constraints,
inadequate religious training, financial limitations, and legal or administrative obstacles. The
family serves as the primary support system, while society must overcome stereotypical
perceptions and recognize women as complementary partners in religious propagation. Social
media offers new opportunities for female preachers to circumvent traditional barriers and
disseminate Da‘wah innovatively. Effective empowerment requires an integrated approach
combining education, training, family and community support, and legal recognition, thereby

enhancing women'’s presence and impact in society.

Keywords: Contemporary Challenges, Women Preachers, Bangladesh, Reality, Future

Prospects.
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