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Abstract:

This study aims to analyze the legal framework and historical dynamics of peaceful settlement of
international disputes within the United Nations system, with a particular focus on the Cold War
period and its aftermath, in light of the challenges facing the international order in crisis
management. The significance of the research lies in highlighting the interaction between the legal
principles enshrined in the UN Charter—especially Articles 2(3) and 33—and the political realities
that often hinder their implementation. The study adopts a historical and legal analytical
methodology, examining the Charter’s provisions and assessing their application in selected
international crises. The main sections address the legal framework for dispute settlement, the
respective powers of the General Assembly and the Security Council, and the role of the Secretary-
General, supported by case studies illustrating both successful and failed UN interventions. The
findings reveal that the principle of settling international disputes peacefully, despite being a
cornerstone of contemporary international law, continues to face structural and political challenges
that hinder its full implementation in practice. The historical experience of the United Nations,
particularly during and after the Cold War, has demonstrated that the organization's effectiveness in
managing international crises was not absolute, but rather contingent on the balance of power among
the major powers and their willingness to grant the organization a degree of flexibility. When such
consensus was present, as in the Suez Crisis or the liberation of Kuwait, the United Nations was able
to play a pivotal role in restoring stability. However, it failed in other crises, such as Vietnam and
Syria, due to conflicting interests, the use of the veto, and the clash of international interests, and
conflicting strategic interests. The study recommends structural reform of the Security Council,
restrictions on the use of the veto, and enhanced cooperation between the UN and regional
organizations to ensure the activation of peaceful dispute resolution mechanisms and the realization

of collective security in today’s international system.

Keywords: Security Council, Veto Power, International Negotiation, International Arbitration,

International Mediation
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