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The Impact of Legal Reasoning in Usill al-Figh on Juristic Disagreement Concerning Riba

(A Comparative Study in Islamic Legal Theory and Jurisprudence)

Abstract:

This study examines the impact of legal reasoning (ta‘'lil) in Islamic legal theory on juristic
disagreement in issues related to riba (usury). Legal reasoning represents one of the most
influential methodological tools in usiil al-figh, playing a decisive role in deriving legal rulings
and explaining variations among juristic opinions. The study aims to clarify the concept of legal
reasoning and its position within Islamic legal theory, explore its relationship with ijtithad, and
analyze how differences in determining effective legal causes (‘ilal) led to divergent rulings on
riba-related matters.

The research problem addresses whether juristic disagreement in riba issues arose from divergent
interpretations of textual evidence or from methodological differences in identifying and applying
legal causes and operative factors. To achieve this objective, the study adopts an inductive and
analytical methodology, examining classical usiilt discussions on legal reasoning and analyzing
applied figh cases related to riba and its underlying causes.

The study concludes that legal reasoning constituted a fundamental factor in shaping juristic
disagreement on riba, and that such disagreement was not arbitrary but grounded in well-
established usili principles. Differences among jurists stemmed from varying approaches to
defining relevant attributes, assessing suitability, and determining the scope of analogy.
Furthermore, the research demonstrates that understanding legal reasoning provides a coherent
framework for interpreting juristic disagreement and offers a reliable methodological basis for
addressing contemporary financial transactions.

The study recommends expanding applied research on legal reasoning in financial jurisprudence,
emphasizing its role in renewing Islamic law and ensuring consistency with the objectives of
Shari ah in modern economic contexts.

Keywords: Legal Reasoning (Ta‘lil), Juristic Disagreement, Riba, Islamic Legal Theory,
Analogy (Qiyas).
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