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Abstract

This analytical study examines money laundering as an organized, transnational economic crime
that has emerged and expanded within the context of globalization and economic and
technological openness. It analyzes the historical, doctrinal, and legislative foundations of money
laundering, and explores its structural stages, along with the economic, social, and political
characteristics that distinguish it from traditional crimes. The study also highlights the modern
technological methods employed by organized criminal groups such as smart cards, online
banking, and encryption technologies which significantly increase the complexity of detection,
investigation, and prosecution. The research emphasizes the legislative efforts of the State of
Qatar in combating this phenomenon, particularly through Law No. 20 of 2019 on Combating
Money Laundering and Terrorist Financing, and examines the role of the General Authority of
Customs and the Financial Information Unit in monitoring, investigation, and international
cooperation. It further reviews key international and Arab instruments, including the Vienna
Convention of 1988, the Strasbourg Convention of 1990, and the Paris Declaration of 2003,
which provide cooperative frameworks for addressing the crime at regional and international
levels. Methodologically, the study adopts analytical and descriptive approaches, as well as a
comparative approach. The findings reveal that the primary motive behind money laundering
through concealment and integration is the search for a safe haven to “cleanse” illicit proceeds
and to secure them against legal pursuit by integrating them into legitimate activities. The study
also demonstrates that money laundering reduces cash flows due to the accumulation of large
illicit financial balances, intensifies economic imbalances, and generates serious shocks that may
lead to economic collapse and undermine public confidence in the state. The study concludes
with practical recommendations aimed at strengthening legislative and institutional responses,
enhancing oversight mechanisms, intensifying international cooperation, and updating legal
frameworks in line with contemporary technological and financial developments.

Keywords: Money laundering, Qatari legislation, General Authority of Customs, Financial

Intelligence Unit, financial crime prevention.
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