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A systematic and legislative framework for developing the lawyer qualification system

in the United Arab Emirates (A comparative analysis of global strategies and practices)

Abstract:

The study presents an integrated framework for reforming lawyer qualification in the United Arab
Emirates under Federal Decree Law No. 34 of 2022 and the 2025 Executive Regulations, informed
by comparative Arab experiences. It responds to the recent establishment of a legislative regime
for the profession, escalating professional challenges, the need for a national system aligned with
global standards, and the scarcity of specialized Arabic research. Using descriptive analytical and
comparative methods, the research examines legal texts, reviews relevant literature, and evaluates
international practices. The study finds that effective reform requires a strategic vision linking
legislation, legal education, practical training, and professional assessment. It stresses that unified
national evaluation tools are essential to ensure the quality of legal services and preserve the
profession’s independence. Central proposals include establishing a unified federal professional
examination, integrating practical training with programs of official judicial institutes, and
modernizing university legal education by embedding applied, technological, and practice oriented
skills. A core recommendation is adopting a national professional competency framework for
lawyers. This framework should define required knowledge, skills, and professional behaviors and
serve as a reference for education, training, testing, and evaluation. Key competencies include
legal drafting, advocacy, professional ethics, case management, negotiation and settlement, and
digital competence. The study further proposes structuring post registration qualification into
specialized tracks, such as civil and commercial litigation, criminal law, personal status and family
law, corporate law, arbitration and mediation, and intellectual property. Each track should be tied
to defined professional development hours and periodic renewal requirements. In addition, the
research calls for mandatory annual continuing professional development for license renewal, with
compulsory components in professional ethics and digital skills. Together, these measures aim to
build a future oriented system for lawyer qualification in the UAE nationwide
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