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Civil and procedural protection of information and documents in the Saudi system (a

comparative study with Islamic jurisprudence)

Abstract:

This study aims to clarify the concept of criminal protection in the Saudi legal system and in
Islamic jurisprudence, to establish the legal and jurisprudential foundations for the protection of
information and documents, and to elucidate the constituent elements of the crime of providing
false data. The scope of the research is confined to the relevant Saudi regulations, namely: the Law
of Documents and Archives issued by Royal Decree No. M/54 dated 23/10/1409 AH; its Executive
Regulations issued by Royal Order No. 595/M dated 10/5/1421 AH; the Law on Punishments for
Publishing and Disclosing Confidential Documents and Information issued by Royal Decree No.
M/35 dated 8/5/1432 AH; the Law of the National Center for Documents and Archives issued by
Royal Decree No. M/55 dated 23/10/1409 AH; and the Executive Regulations of the Law on
Punishments for Publishing and Disclosing Confidential Documents and Information issued by
Decision of the President of the Royal Court No. 55 dated 15/10/1437 AH.

The research adopts an inductive—analytical methodology in addressing its issues, presenting each
matter in terms of its legal and Shari’'ah foundations and conducting a comparative analysis
between them. The study is structured into two chapters. The first chapter defines the key terms of
the research and examines the categories and forms of documents in the Saudi legal system and
Islamic jurisprudence; it comprises four sections. The second chapter addresses the civil and
procedural protection of information and documents in the Saudi legal system and Islamic
jurisprudence; it comprises three sections. In light of the findings, the researcher recommends that
competent authorities and juristic academies specializing in Islamic legal studies undertake the
codification of certain forms of document and information preservation in Islamic jurisprudence,
in a manner that facilitates for researchers the correlation between them and newly emerging forms
in the contemporary world. The study also calls for greater attention to research and studies
concerned with the preservation of documents, identifying their modern forms, and determining
their legal rulings within Islamic jurisprudence.

Keywords: Civil protection, procedural protection, information, documents, Saudi system
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