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Abstract:

This study examines the spatial role of intermediate governorates through a case study of Al-Zulfi
Governorate in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, within the framework of spatial and regional planning.
The study adopts an interpretive spatial planning approach based on analyzing spatial relationships,
transportation networks, and local potentials, in a context where many regional plans provide only
general classifications without detailed functional definitions for such governorates.

The research employs an analytical-inductive qualitative methodology, drawing on theoretical
literature in spatial planning and studies of intermediate spatial nodes, alongside an interpretive reading
of the regional context of Al-Zulfi Governorate within the northern part of the Riyadh Region. The
findings indicate that intermediate governorates possess the capacity to perform spatially mediating
roles that contribute to regulating movement, supporting local economic activities, and enhancing
regional integration, without transforming into primary growth centers or remaining marginal units.
The study concludes that interpretive spatial analysis represents an effective methodological entry
point for understanding the functional roles of intermediate governorates within regional planning
frameworks, and contributes to enriching spatial planning literature in similar regional contexts. In
light of the findings of the study, the researcher recommends strengthening the role of Zulfi as a
regional traffic management hub without turning it into a huge logistics center, supporting value-added
agricultural activities instead of horizontal quantitative expansion, developing low-density nature
tourism in line with environmental characteristics, strengthening functional integration with the
northern governorates instead of competing with them, and adopting subsequent detailed studies to

measure the qualitative spatial performance of the intermediate governorates.

Keywords: Spatial Strategic Planning, Intermediate Governorate, Spatial Role, Al-Zulfi Governorate,

Riyadh Region, Saudi Arabia
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