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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the effect of an enrichment program based on educational activities on
improving reading achievement among second-grade students. The study adopted a quasi-
experimental approach using a nonequivalent control group design with pre- and post-testing. The
study population consisted of all second-grade students at Um Tuba Basic School for Boys in East
Jerusalem during the 2025/2026 academic year. The sample included 60 students divided into two
groups: an experimental group (30 students) that received the enrichment program based on
educational activities and a control group (30 students) that received regular instruction. The study
instrument was a reading achievement test consisting of 50 points distributed across five domains:
letter reading, syllable reading, word reading, sentence reading, and reading a short text. The validity
of the instrument was established through expert review, and its reliability was confirmed using
Cronbach’s alpha coefticient, which reached 0.816.

The results revealed statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the experimental
and control groups in the post-test of reading achievement after controlling for the pre-test scores, with
(F = 14.846, Sig = 0.000, n* = 0.207), in favor of the experimental group. The findings also showed
statistically significant differences between the pre-test and post-test scores of the experimental group,
where the mean increased from 35.83 in the pre-test to 41.00 in the post-test, with (t = -4.641, Sig =
0.000). Furthermore, the results indicated a statistically significant interaction effect between time
(pre/post) and group on reading achievement, with (F = 15.687, Sig = 0.000), indicating that the
improvement in reading achievement over time was greater for the experimental group than for the
control group. In light of these findings, the study recommends integrating enrichment programs based
on educational activities into reading instruction in the lower primary grades and training Arabic
language teachers to design interactive reading activities that enhance students’ reading achievement.

Keywords: enrichment program, educational activities, reading achievement, second grade.
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