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Abstract:

This study aims to present the literary and cultural contribution of travel literature throughout Islamic
history, where travel became a form of literature in which the traveler describes his own impressions
of what he saw or heard of strange things during his travels. The study's significance lies in its focus
on the differences among travelers in their descriptive style and their objectives for undertaking the
journey. Some pursued a quest for truth, while others employed descriptive, imaginative, or mythical
narratives. Still others adopted a comparative approach, contrasting the strange and different aspects
of other countries and their societies in terms of customs, traditions, architecture, and landscapes. The
importance of this study is further highlighted by the contributions of cultural travelogues, with travel
literature reflecting the diversity and intermingling of cultures among different peoples and
civilizations. The culture, characteristics, and objectives of travelers have diversified over time: some
were scholars and merchants, others held administrative or religious positions, while still others were
driven by personal, intellectual, and exploratory motives. This study relies on various travelogues to
identify the methodologies, objectives, and developments in these journeys, while also comparing their
accounts. Historical sources and Arabic biographies are crucial for understanding these figures and
their cultural and historical roles. One of the most important conclusions of this study is that travel has
had a profound impact on Arab and Islamic history and culture, reflecting aspects and characteristics
of life in various parts of the Islamic world and other non-Islamic societies. The study highlighted the
diversity of travel objectives, ranging from tourism and exploration to financial gain and trade,
religious pilgrimages and visits, the pursuit of knowledge, and even the desire for fame and prestige.
Consequently, travel literature needs to delve deeper into its aims and significance, focusing on

comparing them to achieve objectivity in its literary works and historical contributions.

Keywords: Travel and its Contributions; Aims of Travel; Cultural Heritage; Islamic History; Travel

and Modernity
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