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The Effectiveness of Using Digital Comics in Developing Reading Skills Among Students

with Autism Spectrum Disorder in Primary Schools in Medina

Abstract:

This study aimed to measure the effectiveness of using digital comics in developing reading skills
among a sample of elementary school students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in Medina. The
study employed a quasi-experimental two-group design (experimental and control) with pre- and
post-testing. The sample consisted of 30 students with ASD, aged 6-12 years, who were randomly
assigned to two equal groups. The experimental group used digital comics to develop their reading
skills (reading comprehension, vocabulary acquisition, and logical sequencing), while the control
group studied using the traditional method. The results indicated statistically significant differences
between the mean scores of the two groups on the post-test, favoring the experimental group, with a
significant effect size for the educational program. The findings confirmed the effectiveness of
digital comics in improving reading skills among students with ASD. The study recommended that
the Ministry of Education and education departments include digital comics in the curricula and
educational programs offered to students with autism spectrum disorder, and train teachers on how to
design and use them effectively in the classroom. The study also recommends that special education
teachers use websites and applications for creating digital comics in designing reading activities
tailored to their students, taking into account their different levels and abilities. The study also
recommends that parents encourage their children with autism spectrum disorder to use digital
comics at home as an educational and recreational tool, and participate with them in creating their

own stories.

Keywords: Digital comics, Autism spectrum disorder, Reading skills, Elementary school, Medina,

Educational technology.
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