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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the status of school self-financing in public schools affiliated with the
Nablus Directorate of Education and to identify its constraints and opportunities from the perspectives
of school principals. It also seeks to provide indicators that may be cautiously applied in other
Palestinian directorates with administrative and economic conditions similar to those of Nablus,
thereby contributing to the development of a supplementary source of funding for the Palestinian
government, which faces financial crises due to the occupation, successive wars, and the withholding
of Palestinian clearance revenues by the Israeli government.

The researcher employed secondary data analysis alongside a qualitative approach, using semi-
structured individual interviews with 10 public school principals in the Nablus Directorate of
Education who had more than five years of experience. The study used qualitative thematic analysis
by reading the responses, identifying units of meaning, conducting initial coding, and grouping similar
codes into categories and major themes. Frequencies and percentages were also used descriptively to
illustrate the level of agreement among participants.

The findings revealed the limited implementation of school self-financing. All principals (100%)
reported that self-financing in public schools is very limited and governed by strict procedures,
regulations, and instructions imposed by the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education
through the education directorates. The findings also showed that governmental financial regulations
are highly centralized and restrict the work of school principals. Rural schools were found to have
greater opportunities for school self-financing. The researcher recommended, most importantly, that
the Ministry of Education and Higher Education adopt school self-financing as one of its objectives to
reduce its financial burden and provide principals with leadership and entrepreneurial training to
enhance the utilization of school resources.

Keywords: School self-financing, government school principals, financing obstacles, financing

opportunities, Nablus.
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