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Abstract:

This study aimed to clarify the origins of Orientalism and its role in presenting Arab identity to Western
society. It sought to analyze the methods employed by Western Orientalists to portray Arab identity,
uncover contemporary challenges in confronting stereotypes of Arabs in the West, and identify
strategies for strengthening Arab identity within the context of contemporary Orientalism, and the
problem addressed by this study lies in determining the extent to which Orientalism has contributed to
shaping the image of Arab Identity within western society; this is based on the premise that Arab
identity, as noted by the scholar Edward Said, has often been defined in orientalist writings not by
what Arabs say, but rather by what the West says about them. Consequently, orientalist cultural
representations have contributed to the formation of specific stereotypes about Arabs, such as
associating them with primitivism, despotism or violence, which have influenced the West’s
understanding of Arabs. The author employed a descriptive-historical approach to examine the
research problem. Results of the study revealed the origins of Orientalism; its role in presenting Arab
identity to Western society; the methods western orientalists used to portray that identity and the
contemporary challenges in confronting the Arab stereotype in the West were also analyzed. Based on
the results, the author recommends developing contemporary digital Arab media content that conveys
authentic cultural and human experiences to present a balanced images of Arabs and dismantle
Western stereotypes and integrate contemporary history, literature and critical approaches in Arab
universities.

Keywords: Orientalism, History of Orientalism, Stereotypes, Cultural Representations, The Arab

World, Impact of Orientalism.
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