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Political Influence in the Lebanese Cement Sector and Its Impact on Legal Legitimacy

(A Legal-Analytical Study)

Abstract:

This research examines the impact of political influence on the cement sector in Lebanon and its effects
on legal legitimacy, market efficiency, competition, and the protection of the public interest. The
importance of this topic comes from the major economic and strategic importance of the cement sector
in Lebanon. The sector is closely related to the use of natural resources, the administrative licensing
system, the limited number of dominant companies, and the high barriers to entry for new competitors.
These factors have made the sector a possible area for the exchange of economic and political interests.
The research uses a descriptive and analytical approach. It examines Lebanese laws and regulations
related to the sector and analyzes the rules of competition, anti-corruption, and conflicts of interest. It
also reviews relevant judicial decisions. The research is divided into two parts. The first part discusses
the legal and economic framework of cement companies in Lebanon. The second part examines the
legal and economic problems resulting from political ownership and the possible ways to reform the
sector. The main issue examined is how political influence, when supported by certain institutional and
legal conditions, can become a means of influencing administrative and regulatory decisions or
limiting competition. The research emphasizes that protecting economic interests and meeting market
needs are important. However, these objectives do not justify violating legal or environmental rules.
Therefore, they must be achieved while respecting the principles of legality, transparency, and fair
competition. The research recommends strengthening the independence of regulatory and supervisory
authorities, enforcing competition law, and improving the authority’s ability to investigate
monopolistic practices and practices that restrict competition. It also recommends developing relevant
legislation concerning financial and interest disclosure and the right of access to information. In
addition, the continuation of business activities should be linked to compliance with environmental,
technical, and legal requirements. The research also highlights the importance of strengthening judicial
control over administrative decisions related to the sector, including the granting of extensions and
licenses, and ensuring that such decisions comply with the principle of legality. The research concludes
that reforming the cement sector requires a comprehensive institutional reform based on independent
oversight, transparency, and the prevention of conflicts of interest. It also requires ensuring that the

use of natural resources is directly linked to the rule of law and the public interest.
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